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TRACI HASTINGS
CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER

WILLIMANTIC — Three  
more alumni were induct-
ed into the Eastern Fellows 
Program at Eastern Connect-
icut State University this fall.

The 12th class of the fel-
lows program was inducted 
Oct. 23 during a luncheon, 
and its members were also 
part of a panel discussion and 
classroom visits during their 
return to ECSU.

The three inductees were 
Cody Guarnieri of the Class 
of 2009, Justin Piro of the 
Class of 2005 and Laurens 
“Larry” Smith of the Class 
of 1977.

Guarnieri is now a law firm 
partner at Brown, Paindiris 
and Scott, a departure from 
his original career plan when 
he started as a freshman at 
ECSU. 

He originally majored in 
education, but, after job shad-
owing a high school teacher, 
he realized it wasn’t his call-

ing, and that studies in polit-
ical history and logic, along 
with analytical discussions 
with Father Larry LaPointe 
at the campus ministry pro-
gram, were more interesting 
to him. 

“That was 
the end of my 
teaching career,” 
Guarnieri said.  

After ECSU, 
he went on to  
the University 
of Connecticut’s 
law school and 
said his under-
graduate edu-
cation prepared 
him well for that. 

“I did not feel any dis-
advantage compared to my 
peers,” he said.”

Piro helps develop pharm- 
aceutical therapies for neu-
rological disorders and brain  
injuries as the principal re- 
search scientist at AbbVie’s 

Foundational Neuroscience 
Center. 

At ECSU, he was a bio-
chemistry major and had a 
work-study job in the biol-
ogy department, which led 

him to summer 
research work 
at Wesleyan 
University and 
a doctorate 
from Dartmouth 
Medical School. 

Piro said the 
skills he learned 
as part of his lib-
eral arts educa-
tion helped him 
in his scientific 
work, and the 

academics overall were of 
high quality. 

“We can develop technical 
knowledge, but if you can’t 
think critically  or communi-
cate effectively, that knowl-
edge is useless,” he said. “We 
got to know all of the biology 

professors on a one-to-one 
basis. This is one of the bene-
fits of a school like Eastern.”

Smith is the interim vice
president of the Utah State
University system and a for-
mer research professor at 
Idaho State University. 

Smith said ECSU’s under-
graduate requirement of a lit-
erature course was not some-
thing he was excited about
initially, but he developed
an appreciation for the skills
he learned through liberal
arts courses, which helped
him write grant proposals 
and research papers through 
his graduate studies at the
University of Kansas’ phys-
iology program and during
his career. 

“Scientists are great story-
tellers,” he said. “Stories give
science meaning and make it
come alive.” 

The newest honorees join
32 other alumni who have
been inducted into the pro-
gram since 2008. 
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The newest 
honorees join 
32 other alumni 
who have been 
inducted into 
the program 
since 2008.

STORRS FAMILY DENTISTRY
1022 Storrs Road
Storrs, CT  06268

860 | 429 | 6406

Dr. Cano has retired, effective January 1, 2020. 
After enjoying 36 years practicing at Storrs 
Family Dentistry, he wishes to thank all his 
patients who have trusted him to take care of 
their dental needs through the years.

MICHELLE FIRESTONE
CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER

WINDHAM — Two indi-
viduals were transported to  
Windham Community Mem-
orial Hospital with minor 
injuries following a crash on 
Boston Post Road in North 
Windham Thursday night.

Police said the accident was 
reported at 6:14 p.m. at Boston 
Post Road and Northridge 
Drive, near Walmart. 

According to an accident 
report from state police, one 
of the drivers, 20-year-old 
Ethan Deschene, of Norman 
Road, Lebanon, was found 
to be at fault for the collision 
and was issued an infraction 
for failure to obey a traffic 
control signal. 

Deschene and Isiah Pehow-
dy, 20, of Quarry Street, 
Willimantic, who was a pas-
senger in the car, were trans-
ported to Windham Hospital 
by Willimantic firefighters in 
Windham ambulances for sus-
pected minor injuries.

North Windham Fire De- 
partment Chief Jeff Wrana 
described the injuries as 

“non-life-threatening.” 
According to police, Chris-

topher Sardi, 57, of General
Lyon Road, Eastford, headed
west on Boston Post Road,
prior to Northridge Drive.

State police said Deschene
was traveling south, directly
across from Northridge Drive.

According to state police,
Sardi attempted to make a left
turn onto Northridge Drive
when Deschene ran a red light
and struck Sardi’s vehicle. 

“There was heavy damage
to one vehicle,” Wrana said. 

Sardi was driving a 2011
Dodge Dakota and Deschene 
was driving a 2012 Subaru 
Impreza. Both vehicles were
damaged and towed, accord-
ing to the accident report. 

The accident report indi-
cates  Deschene and Pehowdy
were wearing shoulder and
lap belts, as was Sardi. 

Sardi did not have passen-
gers in his vehicle.  

Wrana said both lanes of
traffic were closed for about
10 minutes and then opened.

Follow Michelle Firestone
on Twitter - @mfirestonetc. 

Eastern Connecticut State University President Elsa Nunez, second from left, with the 12th class of Eastern Fellows: Cody 
Guarnieri, a 2009 grad, Larry Smith, a 1977 graduate, and Justin Piro, who graduated in 2005. Courtesy of ECSU

Trio is inducted into Eastern Fellows

Crash causes minor injuries
Wednesday        Jan. 8

Sunday      Jan. 5
VFW BREAKFAST — WILLIMANTIC

VFW Post 1724, located at 1415 W. Main St., will host 
breakfast from 8 to 11 a.m. Menu features eggs made to 
order, omelets, pancakes, french toast, choice of meat, home 

TAG SALE DONATIONS — WILLIMANTIC
Donate any unwanted items from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. for the 
Windham Theatre Guild’s giant indoor tag sale at the Burton 
Leavitt Theatre, 779 Main St. No electronics, computers or 
exercise equipment. Info: 860-423-2245.

‘TRAINS, TREES AND TOYS’ — WILLIMANTIC
“Trains, Trees and Toys: An Old-Fashioned Christmas 
Delight Exhibition” will be open 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the 
Windham Textile & History Museum, 411 Main St. Info: 
860-456-2178 or millmuseum.org.

CLIMATE CHANGE FILM — WILLIMANTIC

the Things that Climate Can’t Change” will be shown at 3 
p.m. at the Windham Textile & History Museum’s Dugan 
Hall on Union Street. Free, refreshments available. Info: 
randymcmahon@protonmail.com or 860-423-1878.

TEEN BOOK CLUB — LEBANON
The Jonathan Trumbull Library, 580 Exeter Road, will 
host a discussion of “The Poet X” for teens at 6 p.m. Info: 
clevesquemckinney@lebanonctlibrary.org.

FOOD PANTRY — ANDOVER
Residents in need can obtain food from the pantry at the 
Andover Congregational Church, 359 Route 6, from 5 to 7 
p.m. Info: 860-208-3226. 

Tuesday      Jan. 7
SCRAPBOOKING — FRANKLIN

Scrapbooking group meets every Tuesday at 1 p.m. at the 
Janet Carlson Calvert Library, 5 Tyler Drive. Help and 
basic supplies available for beginners. Info: 860-642-6207.

DITCH THE DIET — LEBANON
The Jonathan Trumbull Library, 580 Exeter Road, will host 
a talk about healthy eating as a lifestyle at 6:30 p.m. This 

library. Info: clevesquemckinney@lebanonctlibrary.org.

ALL THINGS MONEY — WILLIMANTIC
The Willimantic American Job Center, 1320 Main St., will 

where your money goes and how to plan to meet your 

it. Info and registration: CTHires.com or 860-848-5240.

GET BACK TO WORK — WILLIMANTIC
The Willimantic American Job Center, 1320 Main St., will 
host an employment workshop from 10 a.m. to noon. Gain 
a full understanding of Job Center services and learn about 
Workforce Adviser options. Info and registration: CTHires.
com or 860-848-5240.

BROADWAY CHORUS — WILLIMANTIC
The Windham Theatre Guild Broadway Chorus is gearing 
up for a concert in April and rehearsals are Tuesdays from 7 
to 9 p.m. at the St. Joseph Church Hall. There are no try-outs 
to become a member. Show will be performed April 24-25. 
Fee to join is $35. Must be at least 15. Info: 860-423-2245.

Wednesday      Jan. 8
BLOOD DRIVE — LEBANON

The Red Cross will hold a blood drive from 1 to 6 p.m. 
at the Lebanon Senior Center on West Town Street. For 
appointments, call 800-733-2767.

OPENING RECEPTION — HAMPTON
“Women in Watercolor,” the January-February show at 
Fletcher Memorial Library’s Top Shelf Gallery, 257 Main 
St., will feature watercolors and drawings by Mackenzie 
Silk. An opening reception is set from 4:30 to 6 p.m., with 

p.m. Info: 860-455-1086.

MOBILE FOODSHARE — ANDOVER
Residents in need can obtain food from the Mobile 
Foodshare Van in the Andover Congregational Church 
parking lot, 359 Route 6, from 9 to 9:30 a.m. Info: 860-
208-3226.

KIDS CRAFT — LEBANON
The Jonathan Trumbull Library, 580 Exeter Road, will  
have a craft for kids of all ages at 3:30 p.m. Info: cleves-
quemckinney@lebanonctlibrary.org.

RELAXED RAMBLE — HAMPTON

walk taken on forest trails from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. at James 
L. Goodwin Conservation Center, 23 Potter Road. Hiking 
sticks available to borrow. 

BINGO — ASHFORD
The Ashford Senior Center, 25 Tremko Lane, will host 
bingo at 4 p.m. Info: 860-487-5122. 

PRESCHOOL PLAYGROUP — CHAPLIN
Preschool playgroup runs 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. at the Chaplin 
Public Library, 130 Chaplin St. Info: 860-455-9424. 

INTERFAITH SEWING — WILLIMANTIC
The Interfaith Sewing & Service group will meet from 10 
a.m. to 2:30 p.m. at the First Congregational Church, 199 
Valley St. Info: 860-429-7995 or 860-423-0872.

READ, ROCK AND RHYME  — LEBANON
Read, Rock and Rhyme will start at 10:30 a.m. at the 
Jonathan Trumbull Library, 580 Exeter Road. Info: 860-
642-7763. 

CROCHET & KNITTERS CLUB — FRANKLIN
Crochet & Knitters’ Club meets every Wednesday at 1 p.m. 
at the Janet Carlson Calvert Library, 5 Tyler Drive. For all 
experience levels. Info: 860-642-6207.

NOVEL TEA BOOK CLUB — FRANKLIN
The Novel Tea Book Club will discuss “Less” by Andrew 
Sean Greer at 6 p.m. at the Janet Carlson Calvert Library, 5 
Tyler Drive. Join for a casual conversation and a cup of tea. 
Then, stay for our monthly Friends of the Library meeting 
at 7 p.m. Info: 860-642-6207. 

TWEEN BOOK CLUB — LEBANON
The Jonathan Trumbull Library, 580 Exeter Road, will host 
a discussion of “Liar & Spy” for tweens at 4:30 p.m. Info: 
clevesquemckinney@lebanonctlibrary.org.

GAME NIGHT — LEBANON
The Jonathan Trumbull Library, 580 Exeter Road, will 
have word games for adults and families at 6 p.m. Info: 
clevesquemckinney@lebanonctlibrary.org.

COMPUTERS MADE EASY — WILLIMANTIC
The Willimantic American Job Center, 1320 Main St., will 
host a workshop on computers from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. Learn the basic aspects of how computers work. Info 
and registration: CTHires.com or 860-848-5240.

MONEY MATTERS — WILLIMANTIC
The Willimantic American Job Center, 1320 Main St., 
will host a workshop on “Money Matters” from 10 a.m. 
to noon. Learn the steps to budgeting, decrease spending 
and increase income while prioritizing bills. Info and 
registration: CTHires.com or 860-848-5240.

PARALYMPIAN SPEAKER — ANDOVER
Paralympian Steve Emt will be the featured speaker at 7 p.m. 
the Andover Public Library, 355 Route 6. Emt will discuss 

Games. In case of inclement weather, the program will be 
postponed to Jan. 16. Info/registration: 860-742-7428.

CSEA RETIREES — STORRS
CSEA Retirees Chapter 408 will meet at 1 p.m. at the 

be state Sen. Mae Flexer, D-Danielson. Info: 860-477-0858.


