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LISA MASSICOTTE
CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER

“Calm” and “peaceful” 
are two words early-morn-
ing shoppers today used 
to describe the local Black 
Friday scene.

Parking lots at two of the 
major stores in the area — 
Walmart in North Windham 
and Kohl’s at the East 
Brook Mall in Mansfield — 
had plenty of open spaces 
between 5 and 7 a.m.

That contrasted to years 
gone by, when near stam-
pedes resulted as stores 
opened early the day after 
Thanksgiving.

Regardless of crowds or 
the potential for them, some 
folks show up to shop out of 
habit.

“It’s awesome because 
everyone comes after Thanks- 
giving. It’s crazy after 
Thanksgiving,” said Lebanon 
resident Alisha Kallajrian 
who was shopping in Kohl’s. 
“Six o’clock Friday morning 
is the best time.”

These days, more online 
retail sales and the fact many 
stores actually open the 
night of Thanksgiving day 
has lessened the impact of 
the traditional, Black Friday 

chaos.
Local Walmart shopper 

Ann Gile said it’s worth fac-

ing Thursday night chaos to 
get as many “doorbuster” 
deals as possible.

Gile, who shopped Thurs-
day night and this morning,  
said the stores usually run out 
of the best deals by Friday 
morning.

“There was an awful lot of 
people,” she said, referring to 
her experience at Manchester 
stores Thursday night. “But 
the big doorbusters are all 
gone if you come the next 
morning.”

Despite the limited number 
of shoppers and remaining 
deals Friday morning, peo-
ple were still managing to 
walk out of Walmart with 
big-screen TVs and even a 
hoverboard that was hidden 

Vol. 136 No. 281                                                                             Friday, November 29, 2019                                                                           Newsstand $1.00

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 229, 
Willimantic, CT 06226.

Location: 322 Main St., Unit 1-1B, 
Willimantic, a quarter-mile east of 
the Frog Bridge intersection.

To Subscribe: 860-423-8466  
or delivery@theChronicle.com

Contacting the Chronicle

November 30 - December 6, 2019

Elizabeth Perkins and Denis 

Leary star in the limited-

run Fox comedy series 

“The Moodys,” premiering 

Wednesday.

Week
the Chronicle

Saturday-Friday

460 Storrs Road • Mansfi eld Center, CT 06250 

860-423
-1187

T&B MOTORS
Your Auto, Truck and Diesel Vehicle Experts 

24-Hr Roadside Assistance Emission Testing & Repair Facility

10% off Discount on labor only for AAA Members, 

Students, Vets, and Seniors

This is an Emissions Testing and Repair Facility!

eyeTrade, LLC, 
eyeTrade, LLC, Optical ShopOptical Shop

1197 Main St., Coventry, CT

eyetrade.vision

Call Sonya for an

appointment Today!

860-498-0717

Optical Shop
Optical Shop

in Coventryin Coventry

eyeTrade

*Certain Restrictions Apply. See Store for Details. 

*Certain Restrictions Apply. See Store for Details. 

FREE 
Smart Vision

Exam 

*With the purchase of Frames and Lenses*

BUY ONE BUY ONE 
GET ONEGET ONE

½½ OFF OFF**

Bring in your prescription!

Or if you do not have a valid prescription

Sonya Maher, L.O.

invites you come into

eyeTrade

SAVE! When you order

your contacts on-line

at eyetrade.vision

INSIDE
TOMORROW’S
CHRONICLE!

Home & Garden    Try using fresh  
greenery to decorate for the  
holiday season |  Page 8

 UConn   Bouknight 
shines for surging 
Huskies  |  Page 9

the Chronicle
Serving the Communities of Eastern Connecticut Since 1877

2019 NENPA Distinguished Newspaper

At Goodwin Park
1130 Maple Avenue | Hartford/Wethersfield Line

Open Nightly 
Thanksgiving Through  
New Years Dayproudly presentsproproproproproproproppp udludlududly pressententss

Holiday
Light

dldldldly py py py py py py py py py resresresresententsss

olidday
Lig

py p

oolllliiiiiiiiidddddddddddddddddaaaaaaa
g

Visit HolidayLightFantasia.org
to download a $2 coupon!

Sponsored by:

Best Gas 
Price

A-1 Main      2.44
Mobil Boston Post 2.55
Shell Jackson 2.58
Cumbys Jackson     2.59
Xtra Fuels Main    2.59 
Valero Main    2.59
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Make holiday garlands out of popcorn and cranberries 
from 10:30 a.m. to noon on Saturday at the Janet Carlson 
Calvert Library in Franklin. See more calendar on Page 3.
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Lotteries
WEDNESDAY

Mid-Day 3: 1-4-1
Mid-Day 4: 6-4-7-5

Play 3: 7-0-5
Play 4: 3-2-2-4

Cash 5: 6-9-11-13-34
Powerball

15-26-37-53-55, PB: 21

THURSDAY
Mid-Day 3: 4-2-7

Mid-Day 4: 5-4-2-1
Play 3: 8-4-5

Play 4: 9-9-2-3
Cash 5: 6-16-19-25-31

Lucky For Life
3-9-22-24-41, LB: 3

Kohl’s opened its store in the East Brook Mall in Mansfield at 5 p.m. Thursday, with a line of shoppers filing in. Roxanne Pandolfi | Staff

Black Friday slows down

Hosmer is 
up for sale

A garage is seen at the Willimantic headquarters of Hosmer 
Mountain Soda, which is for sale. Roxanne Pandolfi | Staff

CLAIRE GALVIN
CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER

WILLIMANTIC — One 
of the oldest businesses in 
Willimantic and eastern 
Connecticut, as a whole, will 
soon be sold to a new family.

Hosmer Mountain Soda, 
headquartered in Willimantic, 
is in the process of entering a 
buyout agreement.

Co-owner Bill Potvin said 

the family has been very
casually looking to sell for 
the last 10 years.

The Potvin family and an
interested buyer are currently
in the process of a sale.

“We already have a written
agreement, but we haven’t
finished it off yet,” Potvin
said this week. “Hopefully,
this wintertime, it’ll initiate.”

Day of Giving ties 
Eastern to locals

Isaac Suarez, 3, takes a bite 
of pumpkin pie at the Day of 
Giving. Roxanne Pandolfi | Staff

CLAIRE GALVIN
CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER

WILLIMANTIC — Local 
residents who might not 
have access to a tradition-
al Thanksgiving meal were 
able to enjoy one Wednesday 
at Eastern Connecticut State 
University’s annual Day of 
Giving.

Eastern’s dining hall was 
open that afternoon for a hot 
meal, camaraderie and holi-
day goodwill.

Senior dining director Joe 
Salvaggio said, this year, 

Soda company is in talks
with an interested buyer

HOSMER, Page 4

Jean Sautter holds up her plate for some gravy dished out 
by Eastern Connecticut State University sociology pro-
fessor Nicolas Simon during ECSU’s annual Day of Giving 
Wednesday afternoon. Roxanne Pandolfi | Staff

DAY OF GIVING, Page 4

Lisa Sewell of Storrs shops at Kohl’s for some Black Friday deals on clothing early this 
morning. She does this every year as a tradition. Lisa Massicotte | Staff

Ann Gile and Amy Gile, both of Chaplin, along with Jennifer 
Tellier and Shaun Tellier, both of North Windham, shop for 
Black Friday deals at Walmart in Windham. Lisa Massicotte | Staff

BLACK FRIDAY, Page 4

Chaos fades 
amid sales on 
Thanksgiving, 
online deals
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Thomas Pat Reardon
EAST HARTFORD

Thomas Pat Reardon, 80, 
formerly from East Hartford, 
CT passed away on Tuesday, 
November 26, 2019, peace-
fully surrounded by his fam-
ily.

Tom was born in Lewiston, 
ME on November 4, 1939. 
He was a graduate of Becker 
College and served in the 
United States Air Force.

Tom worked as an 
Accountant for United 
Technologies almost 30 years. 
He enjoyed sitting outside in 

the sun with his family, dog,  
Oreo. and listening to music.  
He was actively involved in 
church and AA.

He is survived by his lov-
ing wife of 51 years Lucille 
(Puglisi) Reardon, his three 
children, Michelle and hus-
band, Steve Colvin, Michael, 
Suzanne and boyfriend, Ron 
Miles Sr.; brother, Joseph; 
seven grandchildren, and 
many nieces and nephews and 
other family and friends.

Tom’s family will receive 
relatives and friends on 
Sunday, December 1, 2019 
from 2:00 p.m.-4:00 p.m. And 
6:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m. at Potter 
Funeral Home, 456 Jackson 
St. Willimantic 06226.

His Funeral Mass will 
be celebrated on Monday, 
December 2, 2019 at 10:00 
a.m. at St. Columba Church, 
328 CT-66, Columbia. Burial 
to follow at 12:00 p..m at 
Rose Hill Cemetery, Rocky 
Hill.  

For an online memorial 
guestbook please visit www.
potterfuneralhome.com.

Mary C. Martin
MANSFIELD

It is with great sorrow that 
we announce the passing of 
Mary C. Martin, cherished 
mother, grandmother, sister, 
aunt, cousin and friend, on 
November 26, 2019 at the 
age of 89. Mary was born 
into a loving Irish family 
on December 22, 1929, to 
Mary (Lavelle) and Patrick 
Cadigan, who had settled in 
Holyoke, MA after emigrating 
from County Mayo, Ireland.

She was the loving wife of 
Daniel J. Martin for 63 years, 
until his passing in 2013. She 
was a devoted mother to her 
six children and began spoil-
ing her grandchildren as soon 
as they arrived. Because Dan 
was a career officer in the 
U.S. Air Force, the growing 
family moved several times 
early on. Mary was proud 
to be an Air Force wife and 
kept her family together while 
Dan was away during two 
wars: Korea and VietNam. 
When Dan was assigned to 
ROTC at UConn, they decid-
ed to make Connecticut their 
permanent home.  They set-
tled in Mansfield and later in 
Ashford, and South Windsor. 
Mary, who was affectionately 
known by the nickname Moo, 
enjoyed being a homemak-
er, was an excellent cook, 
an accomplished seamstress, 
enjoyed crafts and wood-
working and was the go-to 
person for household repairs.

At age 48, she decided to 
go to college, and was gradu-
ated with honors from Eastern 
Connecticut State University 
in 1982, with a double major 
in accounting and literature. 
She became a tax whiz for 
hire, but also a devoted vol-
unteer who kept the books 
for several organizations. 
Most recently, she was the 
Treasurer of the Friends of the 
South Windsor Library. She 
initiated the dictionary project 

at that library, and was proud 
to help deliver dictionaries to 
all the third graders in South 
Windsor over many years.

In retirement, Mary and 
Dan began travelling through-
out the US & Canada and 
made an epic trip to Ireland 
and Great Britain where they 
met many of their cousins.

Moo is survived by her six 
children and their families, 
Barbara & Thomas LaFlesh 
of South Windham, Kevin 
& Susan Martin of Avon, 
Brian & Suzanne Martin of 
Wilmette, IL, Daniel Sean 
Martin and Angela Caruso of 
Manchester, Barry and Ann 
Martin of Farmington, and 
Stephen T. Martin of San 
Francisco, CA. She is also 
survived by her sister, Nancy 
O’Connell of Whispering 
Pines, NC, her sister-in-law, 
Helen Cadigan of Holyoke 
MA, and her brother-in-
law, Thomas J. Martin of 
Chicopee, MA.  She leaves 
her adored grandchildren, 
Jennifer Martin, Patrick 
Martin, Molly LaFlesh, Annie 
Martin, Michael Martin, 
Catherine Martin, as well as 
her beloved step-grandchil-
dren and great grandchildren, 
and many nieces, nephews 
and cousins. Besides her hus-
band and parents, she was 
predeceased by her brother, 
John Cadigan of Holyoke 
MA, and her grandson, Barry 
Martin.

A memorial celebration of 
her life will be scheduled on 
a future date. Memorial dona-
tions may be made to: ECSU 
Foundation, attn: Joseph 
McGann, 83 Windham St, 
Willimantic CT 06226  (Vets 
Scholarship in memo line) or 
online  https://www.easternct.
edu/give/give-to-eastern.html.

For condolences please 
visit www.carmonfuneral-
home.com.

In Loving Memory of Robert G. Korner
November 29, 1940-December 1, 2015.

Since Heaven has become your home,
we sometime feel we are so alone, and though we are now 

far apart you hold a big piece of our hearts.
Love always, Dee, John, Kristi

 In Memory of Michael C Green
Happy Thanksgiving Mickey
Together always in our hearts

Your loving family

Group forms locally to protest climate change
CHRONICLE STAFF

WILLIMANTIC — In re- 
sponse to the “unprecedented 
global emergency” of climate 
change, a local group is orga-
nizing locally to raise aware-
ness and education.  

The group will  be a local 
division of “Extinction Rebel- 
lion.”

Groups are organizing 
worldwide to educate the 
public and politicians about 
the climate crisis and demand 
action. 

Extinction Rebellion is a 
global movement that uses 

non-violent disobedience in  
an attempt to halt mass ex- 
tinction and minimize the 
risk of social collapse.

The local group is organiz-
ing a peaceful protest pro-
cession on Saturday at 2:30 
p.m. at Jillson Square by the 
Thread City Crossing (aka 
the “Frog Bridge”).

They wish to spread the 
message of the climate crisis. 

Everyone is welcome to 
join in and visitors are asked 
to wear bright clothing and 
bring signs or musical instru-
ments, like bells and drums.

On Friday, Dec. 6, the 
group will participate in the 
nationally held “Fridays for 
Climate” protest. The local 
protest is at the corner of 
Main and Jackson street by 
the Frog Bridge from 5 to 6 
p.m. Anyone is welcome to 
come and stand up for the 
environment. 

In addition, the group 
invites the public to view the 
movie  “How to let go of the  
World & Love all the Things 
that Climate Can’t Change,” 
which was produced in 2016. 

The movie will be shown 

on Sunday, Jan. 5, at 3 p.m. at
Dugan Hall at the Windham
Textile & History Museum 
on Union Street.  

Admission to the movie
is free, refreshments will be
available.

In addition, the group 
meets weekly on Tuesdays
at the Willimantic Library at
5:30 p.m.  

For more information,
look for Extinction Rebellion
Willimantic on Facebook or
contact Randy McMahon 
at randymcmahon@proton-
mail.com.

Potvin said the buyer is a 
father-and-son team who are 
interested in getting into the 
beverage business.

Potvin said the transition 
will likely be gradual, like 
over a five-year period.

“If we just get paid out over 
a five-year period, then we’d 
just have a certain amount of 
money added to our wages 
and cut our hours down a 
little bit, it’ll be much more 
just for us,” Potvin said.

“We’d rather take the risk 
of being bought out over a 
stretch of time,” Potvin said. 
“We’re willing to avoid 50 
percent of our sweat equity 
going to the government.”

Potvin said the new owner 
would not change the model 
of the business so drastically 

that the existing staff would 
be let go, which he thought 
was important.

The potential owner 
declined comment and iden-
tification at this time.

Windham Director of 
Economic Development 
Jim Bellano said the fami-
ly-owned business has had 
such an impact on the area.

“You wonder, maybe, if that 
fabulous product could be 
taken to another level, state-
wide, regional, or national,” 
Bellano said. “When the 

torch gets passed, there’s 
some lament, but there’s 
an opportunity because the 
product is fabulous.”

Hosmer Mountain Bottling 
Co. opened in 1912.

Bill’s father, Arthur Potvin, 
purchased the company in 
1958. The Potvins are the 
fourth family to own Hosmer 
Mountain Soda.

“A 100-year-old business 
is quite an accomplishment,” 
Potvin said. “Well, we’re 107 
years old now, so that’s quite 
a long time.”

The soda company makes
more than 30 flavors of soft
drinks, as well as special
rotating flavors.

All are available in their
iconic glass bottles.

The business has three
locations: 217 Mountain St.
in Willimantic; 7 Cards Mill
Road in Columbia; and 15
Spencer St. in Manchester.

Bill Potvin is joined by
his brothers and co-own-
ers Arthur Potvin, known
as “Chuck,” and Andrew
Potvin. John Potvin, a fourth
brother and co-owner, died
last August.

“They are a great family,”
Bellano said. “We’ve seen
them at many events, they’re
always gracious and chari-
table.”

Follow Claire Galvin on
Twitter - @CGalvinTC.

Chartwells Dining Services 
prepared 400 pounds of tur-
key, 50 pounds of potatoes, 
dozens of pounds of vegeta-
bles and more.

The spread is enough for 
about 800 people, Salvaggio 
said.

ECUS Center for Com-
munity Engagement Director 
Kimberly Armstrong Silcox 
said those people main-
ly come from Windham 
and Willimantic, although 
nobody is turned away.

“The doors are open, 
so anyone can come in,” 
Armstrong Silcox said. 

To help get people to 
Hurley Hall, where the lunch 
is served, buses pick up locals 
from the Covenant Soup 
Kitchen and local senior cen-
ters and housing complexes.

“We get calls starting in 
October,” Armstrong Silcox 
said. “People are very appre-
ciative. This meal is focused 
on those who might not have 
a Thanksgiving dinner oth-
erwise.”

This is the 12th annual Day 
of Giving.

Eastern President Elsa 
Núñez said the Day of 
Giving idea started with a 

student and was expanded 
from there.

“The university’s been here 

125 years,” Núñez said. “It 
can’t just sit here. We can’t 
educate people all over the 

state and ignore the people in
the community.”

Núñez said, before she be-
gan as president 14 years ago,
the community felt discon-
nected from the university.

Now, locals come on cam-
pus for a cup of coffee, to
use the athletic facilities or to 
enjoy campus entertainment.

Students are still integral
to making the day happen,
Núñez said.

Many students from Eas-
tern’s Center for Community
Engagement volunteer during
the luncheon.

Student leader Amanda
Taylor said a lot of little
details go into making the
event happen.

“I’ve done it a couple times
now. It’s different to step
into a new role as a student
leader,” Taylor said. “I really
enjoy this.”

Willimantic resident Jean
Sautter said she loves attend-
ing the annual luncheon, 
doing so the past three years.

“It’s a wonderful thing
the university does,” Sautter
said. “I love greeting the stu-
dents. Meeting your neigh-
bors has so many benefits.”

Follow Claire Galvin on
Twitter - @CGalvinTC. 

Eastern Connecticut State University sociology professor 
Nicolas Simon volunteers during ECSU’s annual Day of 
Giving Wednesday afternoon. Roxanne Pandolfi | Staff

Continued from Page 1

A 100-year-old business is quite an 
accomplishment. Well, we’re 107 years 
old now, so that’s quite a long time.

Hosmer Mountain Soda co-owner Bill Potvin

Continued from Page 1

Day of Giving ties campus to community

Hosmer Mountain Soda is for sale

Black Friday shopping mellows out
from the night before.

Kohl’s employees said this morning 
Thursday night wasn’t as hectic as they 
expected, but they are still expecting 
more shoppers today through their clos-
ing time at midnight.

The local Black Friday environment 
seems to be fitting in with anticipated 
consumer behavior trends across the 
country.

The overall number of people shop-
ping these deals has dropped signifi-
cantly since 2015, according to a 2019 
survey by PricewaterhouseCoopers.

In 2015, 59 percent of consumers did 
most of their Black Friday week shop-
ping on the actual Black Friday.

While, in 2018, only 37 percent 
shopped on Black Friday. 

This year, that percentage was esti-
mated to drop again to 36 percent, 
according to the survey.

PricewaterhouseCoopers is a multi-
national professional services network 
that regularly conducts consumer sur-
veys on holiday shopping in the United 

States.
The network also noted more than 

half of holiday shoppers, 54 percent, 
said they are doing the majority of their 
holiday shopping online.

With online and in-store purchases 

considered, Americans are expected to
spend about $87 billion on Black Friday
and Cyber Monday this year, which is
$3 billion less than in 2018, according
to Finder.com.

Finder is a financial services and tech-
nology company based in New York.

Storrs resident Lisa Sewell said she 
will always maintain her Black Friday
tradition of shopping in-store on Friday
— not Thursday.

“Every year, it’s a tradition,” she said
as she was going through a clothing
rack at Kohl’s. “I want to be home with
the family for Thanksgiving.”

Sewell said she did remember it being 
busier at Kohl’s last year around the
same time.

She attributed it to the stores opening
earlier and earlier on Thursday to tease
Black Friday deals.

“One year it was 11 p.m., the next 
year it was 8 p.m., then 6 and 5,
They keep opening earlier and earlier,”
Sewell said.

Follow Lisa Massicotte on Twitter - 
@LMassicotteTC.

Continued from Page 1

Walmart in North Windham was ready 
for Black Friday shoppers this morning, 
but, unlike years gone by, the hustle and 
bustle wasn’t as acute. Lisa Massicotte | Staff
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