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WINDHAM/WILLIMAN-
TIC — After months of 
hearings, town meetings 
and failed referendums, vot-
ers have approved town and 
school spending plans for 
2019-20.

Referendum voters 
Tuesday said “yes” to a 
$47,976,055 education bud-
get — a zero-percent increase 
from the 2018-19 budget — 
with 539 “yes” votes and 324 
“no” votes.

The zero-percent bud-
get is the lowest that can be 
approved, per state minimum 
budget requirements (MBR).

Voters also approved the 
$16,137,011 general govern-
ment budget — a 2.64 per-
cent increase over the 2018-
19 budget — with 494 “yes” 
votes and 368 “no” votes.

As part of the two budgets, 
voters also approved the cap-

ital improvement plans — 
$4,470,000 for the board of 
education and $645,500 for 
the general government.

“After a very long and 
drawn-out six months here, 
we finally passed a budget,” 
Windham Town Manager Jim 
Rivers said. “It looks like the 
‘no’ votes stayed home. They 
want to see us move forward 
and I appreciate that.”

Ballots were cast at the Elks 
Lodge at 198 Pleasant St., 
Willimantic; the Windham 
Center Fire House, Route 
203, Windham Center; and 
the VFW at 1415 W. Main 
St., Willimantic.

Heavy snow in the morn-
ing, causing school cancella-
tions, may have discouraged 
some voters from making the 
trek to the polls.

As a result, voter turn-
out was at an all-time low, 
7.6 percent, according to 
Republican Registrar of 

Voters Kimberly Desaulniers.
That is about half the turn-

out of recent referendums.
Desaulniers said, compared 

to the last referendum, voters 
did not start heading to the 
polls until after noon.

“The morning voters aren’t 
going to come out in the 
evening,” Desaulniers said. 
“They’re not going to drive 
in the dark and the ice.”

Voters rejected the first two 
iterations of the budget in 
town-wide referendums in 
June and September.

Only the Willimantic Tax-
ing District budget passed 
in the first referendum. 
The Windham First Taxing 
District budget was approved 
earlier in a town meeting in 
May.

After the results were 
announced, the Windham 
Board of Finance met to set 
the 2019-20 mill rate at 36.44 
mills.

After the town and school 
budgets were rejected earlier 
in the year, real estate, per-
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Around town
The Willimantic Public 
Library will host an open 
house from 5:30 to 7 p.m. 
Thursday at the library, 905 
Main St. See more calendar 
on Page 3.
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Lotteries
TUESDAY

Mid-Day 3: 2-0-8

Mid-Day 4: 5-3-7-9

Play 3: 0-5-9

Play 4: 5-5-0-7

Cash 5: 2-6-23-26-27

Lotto: 3-7-16-19-21-32

Mega Millions
23-43-60-63-69/19

Mailing Address: 
P.O. Box 229, Willimantic, CT 
06226.

Location: 
322 Main St., Unit 1-1B, Willimantic, 
a quarter-mile east of the Frog 
Bridge intersection.
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Best Gas 
Price

A-1 Main      2.49
Shell Main  2.54
Shell Jackson 2.58

— Gasbuddy.com
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Windham budgets get the go-ahead

Playing in the snow
Eastern Connecticut State University students made the most of 
their snow day Tuesday by heading outside and having some fun. 
Freshman Alex Golochowicz of Columbia, above, puts his jacket 
and hat on a snowman near Shafer Hall in Willimantic. Sophomore 
Madalyn Loell of Sturbridge, Mass., sophomore Gabby Abramczyk 
of Bristol and  freshman Payton Shannon of Vernon, below, sled 
down the hill by the Fine Arts Instructional Center. Roxanne Pandolfi | Staff

Bill Sayers votes on the general government and board of 
education budgets Tuesday at the Willimantic Elks Club. 
Roxanne Pandolfi | Staff
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MANSFIELD/STORRS — The calen-
dar, technically, says the season is fall, but 
for many locals, winter is already here.

A three-day snowstorm will do that.
So, when Mansfield celebrates the sev-

enth annual Winter Welcome on Saturday, 
the season that officially begins later this 
month is the season that will be in the 
hearts and minds of visitors.

The event is expected to feature musi-
cal performances, a “Nutcracker” perfor-
mance and more fun activities.

And the best part of the celebration is 
that it’s free.

Winter Welcome is being organized 
by the Mansfield Downtown Partnership 
and it will take place regardless of the 
weather.

The good news, for now, is that doesn’t 
appear to be a factor.

“This year, we are excited to have 
a variety of programming,” Mansfield 

Downtown Partnership event coordinator 
Denise Kegler said.

The fun begins at 3 p.m. Saturday and 
continues through 6 p.m. 

According to the Weather Channel, as 
of Tuesday, it was expected to be sunny 
Saturday, with no chance of precipitation, 
a high temperature of 30 degrees.  

Kegler said the Winter Welcome is 
a “nice way to connect to other winter 
events.”

For example, Miss Kelly Productions 
and the Mansfield Parks and Recreation 
Department will present a preview of 

Welcome the holiday 
season in Mansfield
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If you want to go
What: Seventh annual Winter Wel-
come
When: Saturday at 3 to 6 p.m.
Where: Downtown Storrs in Mansfield, 
near University of Connecticut cam-
pus

MICHELLE FIRESTONE
CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER

STORRS — Jamba Juice and Bruegger’s 
Bagels are the latest of several Storrs 
Center businesses to shut their doors in 
recent months.  

The two businesses, which were opened 
by Five Star Equity Partners LLC in 
2014, closed Nov. 11.

The eateries shared the same site at 8 
Royce Circle.

In addition to Jamba Juice and 
Bruegger’s, other Storrs Center business-
es that have closed recently include Bliss, 
Grille 86, Amazon and Toasted.

Despite the high closure rate in Storrs 
Center, Mansfield Downtown Partnership 
Executive Director Cynthia van Zelm said 
the occupancy rate in Downtown Storrs is 
still high. 

Downtown Storrs includes Storrs Center 
and surrounding businesses, including 
those in University Plaza.

Currently, there are around 40 business-
es open in Downtown Storrs, based on the 
development’s website.

Van Zelm said Tuesday she was not 
aware of any tenants that signed leases 
for the vacant units, but the landlord, the 
Wilder Cos., one of two Downtown Storrs 
landlords, is always working to bring new 
tenants to fill the vacancies. 

Matthew Joyce, asset manager for the 
Wilder Cos., could not be reached for 
comment. 

The Wilder Cos. owns many of the 
units in Downtown Storrs, including the 
Daddy’s Noodle Shop space, as well 
as the former site of Jamba Juice and 
Bruegger’s. 

Mansfield Mayor Antonia Moran could 
not be reached for comment this morning. 

According to a December 2017 story in 
QSR Magazine, Einstein Noah Restaurant 
Group announced it was closing 30 

Two more businesses 
leave Downtown Storrs
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Low turnout blamed 
on wintry weather
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