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Chaplin first selectman resigns

BRETT DONOVAN
CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER

WILLIMANTIC — The stu-
dents at Eastern Connecticut State 
University are passionate about giv-
ing back to the community.

That much was clear at the ninth 
annual Service Expo and Awards 
ceremony Thursday in the lobby of 
the Fine Arts Instructional Center, 
where they were celebrated and 
honored.

The Center for Community En-
gagement, an organization that 
facilitates and promotes substan-
tial relationships between ECSU 
students and the community, spon-
sored the event and it was hosted by 

CCE student leader Carly Perron.
After the introduction, the 

founder and chief executive offi-
cer of Second Chance Educational 
Alliance Inc., Erin Corbett, deliv-
ered the keynote address to the 
audience.

Second Chance Educational Alli-
ance provides ex-offenders with the 
resources and knowledge to become 
fully engaged citizens within soci-
ety.

Corbett said she believes there 
are some brilliant untapped minds 
within these ex-offenders.

“My goal is for students to see 
the freedom that education can pro-
vide,” Corbett said. 

She emphasized the importance 

of not depriving ex-offenders of 
education on human understand-
ing.

Corbett was presented with the 
Community Partner Award for her 
dedication and commitment to 
broadening post-secondary oppor-
tunities for populations of all back-
grounds.

During the actual expo, students 
involved in more than 30 projects 
presented posters around the lobby 
and showed how they were able to 
give back to the community in a 

meaningful way.
The following awards were issued 

to the participants during the awards 
ceremony:

• Going Green Award: Warrior 
Food Recovery Program, an effort 
to reduce food waste on campus 
as well as help the community by 
donating the food to the Covenant 
Soup Kitchen. 

The participants were Wali Mo-
hammod and Zac Stygar.

• Best New Program: Boy’s Circle 
at Natchaug Elementary School in 

Willimantic, whose mission is to
improve behavior inside and out-
side the classroom. 

The participants were Dillon
Antonopoulos and Joseph Hacia.

• Broadening Horizons Award: 
Windham High School English as a 
Second Language mentoring, which 
seeks to assist students in the ESOL
program in various school subjects. 

“The program fit the award crite-
ria for promoting economic stabil-

ECSU students celebrated for giving back

Chaplin First Selectman 
Matthew Cunningham 
has resigned his post, 
effective the end of this 
fiscal year. File photo

Waiting for the Millennium Falcon
Chewbacca from ‘Star Wars’ keeps an eye out for his 
buddy Han Solo from the window of a building on Valley 
Street in Willimantic on Thursday. Roxanne Pandolfi | Staff

Sophomore Katelyn Root and freshman Ahna Harkness present 
their poster at the ninth annual Service Expo and Awards ceremony 
at Eastern Connecticut State University’s Fine Arts Instructional 
Center on Thursday. Brett Donovan | Staff

Students present their projects in the lobby of the Fine Arts Instructional Center. Brett Donovan | Staff

TRACI HASTINGS
CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER

CHAPLIN — By the new fiscal 
year, there will be a new first select-
man for the Town of Chaplin.

Matthew Cunningham, a former 
Willimantic police officer who took 
early retirement following an injury, 
first took office as first selectman in 
2015 and was re-elected in 2017.

He is resigning effective July 1 due 
to personal reasons.

Cunningham will not totally leave 
the scene of municipal government, 
however. He will step down to a less-
involved role seated on the Chaplin 
Board of Selectmen.

He did not return a request for com-
ment, but Selectman William Rose 
IV said personal matters prevented 
Cunningham from fully devoting the 
time needed for the role of first 
selectman.

Rose, who served as first selectman 
from 2009 to 2015, when he decided 

to retire from full-time service, will 
return to a more active role and take 
over the first selectman’s duties once 
again come July.

“By state statute, the board of 
selectmen can appoint a new first 
selectman (when the first selectman 
resigns mid-term),” said Rose.

The selectmen discussed the situ-
ation in executive session during a
special meeting Wednesday and, fol-
lowing the executive session, voted 
to accept Cunningham’s resignation 
from the town’s top spot and allow
him to take a seat on the board.

The selectmen also agreed when 
that resignation/switch takes effect,
Rose will leave his seat on the board
and take over as first selectman.

“I agreed I’d serve until the next 
election,” Rose said.

The other member of the board of 
selectmen, Joseph Pinto, will also 
take on some additional duties to 

Cunningham did not comment on his resignation, 
but Selectman William Rose IV said personal 
matters prevented Cunningham from fully devoting 
the time needed for the role of first selectman.

CUNNINGHAM, Page 4

STUDENTS, Page 4

EKATERINE TCHELIDZE
CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER

WINDHAM/WILLIMAN-
TIC — Those hoping work 
will begin soon toward reno-
vating Windham High School 
will have to wait.

That’s because it will take 
the Windham High School 
Renovate as New Building 
Committee about four months 
to figure out the price for the 
high school renovation proj-
ect.

Building committee chair-
man Michael Calahan told 
the Windham Town Council 
this week it’s too early to 
estimate the cost of the proj-
ect and the committee needs 
more time.

The town council approved 
a resolution last month stat-
ing the building committee 
should do its research and 

provide the council with a 
realistic cost figure for the 
project April 27.

Because the committee
needs more time, the town 
council will have to revis-
it this deadline at the next 
meeting, Councilman Dennis 
O’Brien said.

“At this point, we are not
in a position to make any
recommendations regarding 
the budget,” Calahan told the
council Tuesday.

Calahan said the commit-
tee is ready to hire an archi-
tect who will assist in the 
process and help understand 
the aspect and scope of the
construction.

“The committee is ready
to work very diligently in the 
next three to four months to
come back to the town coun-

Delays likely for
Windham High
renovation plan

DELAYS, Page 4
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Dorothy Dottie Goldstein

LEBANON
Dorothy Dottie Goldstein, 

93, a lifelong resident of Leb-
anon, passed away peacefully 
Thursday (April 19, 2018) in 
the Wm. W. Backus Hospi-
tal in Norwich. Dorothy was 
predeceased and is now re-
united with her forever love 
and husband, Arnold Archie 
Goldstein. Dottie is survived 
by her three children, Ronald 
Goldstein and his wife, Car-
ol, Richard Goldstein and his 
wife, Robin and Robert Gold-
stein, all of Lebanon; three 
grandchildren, Jeremy Gold-
stein and his wife, Alison of 
Franklin, Martha Schultz and 
her husband, Erik of Pomfret 
and Ryan Goldstein and his 
wife, Lara of Mansfi eld. She 
leaves fi ve great grandchil-
dren, Megan, Dan and Ka-
tie Goldstein and Brandon 
and Ethan Schultz. Dottie 
also leaves behind her dear-
est friend and almost sister, 
Nancy Godere of Lebanon. 
Born March 6, 1925 in Willi-
mantic, she was the daughter 

of the late Henry and Barbara 
(Pokorny) Safranek. She was 
predeceased by her younger 
brother, Henry Jr Safranek. 
Dottie worked for many 
years at Sumner and Sumner 
Insurance Company in Wil-
limantic. She was an active 
communicant of St. Francis 
of Assisi Church in Lebanon 
and their Ladies Guild up un-
til her death. For many years, 
Dottie and her friend, Nancy 
volunteered as greeters at Red 
Cross Blood Drives. Dorothy 
was an avid gardener, always 
looking forward to spring and 
another growing season. She 
gently passed away holding 
fresh picked daffodils from 
her garden in her own hand 
held to her cheek. 

The family will receive 
guests  2-4 p.m. Sunday 
(April 22nd) the Aurora-Mc-
Carthy Funeral Home, 167 
Old Hartford Rd., Colches-
ter. 

The funeral will assemble 
at the funeral home Monday 
morning (April 23rd) starting 
at 9:30 a.m. before the cele-
bration of the Funeral Liturgy 
at 10:30 a.m. at St. Francis of 
Assisi Church, 67 West Town 
Street, Lebanon. Following 
Mass, she will be laid to rest 
alongside her husband in the 
New Lebanon Cemetery.

In lieu of fl owers, dona-
tions may be made in Dotties 
honor to the Lebanon Volun-
teer Fire Dept. & EMS, P.O. 
Box 51, Lebanon 06249 or to 
the Church.

For online condolences, 
please visit www.auroramc-
carthyfuneralhome.com.

WILLIMANTIC
Dawn Lacis, 37, of Wil-

limantic, wife of William 
Lacis, died Tuesday, April 
17, 2018 at Sloane Kettering 
Cancer Center in New York. 
She was born in Willimantic, 
the daughter of Gunars Lacis 
and Tammy Theriaque. 

Dawn enjoyed spending 
time with her friends. In ad-
dition to her husband, she is 
survived by a son, Jaidyn La-
cis; a brother, Randy Lacis, 

and his wife, Kay; in addition 
to her father, she is survived 
by his partner, Marianne 
Burke; grandparents, Rich-
ard and Gladys Theriaque; 
several aunts, uncles, and 
cousins; a nephew, Urban, 
and two nieces, Cybelle and 
Scarlett; and two lifelong 
friends, Amy LaChappelle 
and Amara Haines-Moe. 

She was predeceased by 
her grandparents, Karlis and 
Meta Lacis. 

In lieu of fl owers, memorial 
donations may be made to the 
American Cancer Society, c/o 
Hope Lodge, 132w 32nd St., 
New York, NY. 10001. Dawns 
family will receive relatives 
and friends on Monday, April 
23, 2018 from 10:00 a.m. To 
11:00 a.m. at Potter Funeral 
Home, 456 Jackson St. (Rte. 
195), Willimantic, with a fu-
neral service beginning at 
11:00 a.m. Burial to follow 
in the New Willimantic Cem-
etery. For an online memorial 
guestbook please visit www.
potterfuneralhome.com. 

Dawn Lacis

Juana Colon Cruz

WILLIMANTIC
Juana Colon Cruz, 74, of 

Willimantic, wife of Wilfre-
do Antonetty, died at home 
April 17, 2018 surrounded 
by her family. She was born 
in Ponce, Puerto Rico to the 
late Juan Colon and Antonia 
Cruz. She was a very strong 
woman. Juani loved and 
cared for her family deeply. 

She fought cancer for eigh-
teen and a half years. She was 

always willing to help every-
one and was very well known 
by the community for the 
past forty years, twenty two 
of those years being a foster 
parent. 

In addition to her husband, 
Wilfredo, she is survived by 
four children; Damaris Ruiz, 
Geraldo Ruiz and his wife, 
Yaritza, Jose Colon and his 
wife, Jackie Flores, and Ex-
equiel/Antonetty, as well as 
twelve grandchildren and 
fi ve great-grandchildren; 
six brothers and sisters, and 
many nieces, nephews, and 
foster children. 

A celebration of Juanis life 
will be held on Sunday, April 
22, from 2:00 p.m. to 5:00 
p.m. at her home at 77 Ives 
St. in Willimantic. 

For an online memorial 
guestbook please visit www.
potterfuneralhome.com.

cil with a reasonable estimate 
and also an explanation of 
what would be included in 
the project budget,” Calahan 
said.

Without an architect, he 
said, the committee doesn’t 
have a full grasp of the proj-
ect.

“Any answer that we give 
you in three to four months 
will be much more valid, 
appropriate and will help you 
make judgments on where we 
should go,” Calahan said.

Taxpayers approved spend-
ing $112.3 million for this 
project at a November refer-
endum.

However, the state Depart-
ment of Administrative Ser-
vices said the project should 

cost no more than $78.6 mil-
lion and it will only offer 
reimbursement applicable to 
this amount.

This means the town either 
has to scale back the proj-
ect to that amount or spend 
more tax dollars to meet the 
$112.3 million specifications 
— something cash-strapped 
Windham would like to 
avoid.

Paul Kalajian, the vice 
chairman of the building 
committee, told the council 
Tuesday DAS made it clear it 
wants to cut back on budgets 
for public education projects 
because they had a sense 
“there were inappropriate 
expenditures” in place.

“They are trying to be very 
conservative,” Kalajian said.

The problem is, the current 

high school was built prior 
to when the safety guidelines 
were in place.

This means the upgrade of 
the infrastructure alone will 
cost about a third of the proj-
ect.

However, Kalajian said 
DAS made it clear it wants to 
work with Windham to cre-
ate a school its community 
needs.

“They were very support-
ive,” Kalajian said about 
DAS.

Windham Mayor Victor 
Funderburk, who attended 
the building committee’s 
meetings, said it’s doing an 
“excellent job.”

He reminded the council 
the preliminary reimburse-
ment number from the state 

is 80 percent and it hasn’t
changed.

“If we are careful, prudent 
and demonstrate the need, the 
state is going to do every-
thing they can to maximize
our reimbursement,” Calahan
said.

Calahan said the commit-
tee is looking to move the 
project along, but it is also 
being careful so it can show a 
successful project in the end.

The building committee
hosts meetings every other 
Monday of the month at 7 
p.m at the Windham High 
School Media Center.

The schedule can be viewed 
in the calendar section on the 
town website at www.wind-
hamct.com.

Follow Ekaterine Tchelidze 
on Twitter - @ktchelidzetc.

Delays likely for WHS renovation
Continued from Page 1

ity,” said Ellen Lang, who 
presented the award to par-
ticipant Italo Bucca.

• Leadership Development 
Award: Girl’s Circle at 
Natchaug Elementary School, 
whose purpose is to provide 
the fourth- and fifth-grade 
girls with opportunities to 
grow into strong women. 

The participant was Am-
anda Peterson.

• Strengthening Com-
munities Award: Windham 
Recovery Center Jobs 101, 
a program as part of the 
Connecticut Community 
for Addiction Recovery 
(CCAR).

CCAR allowed the students 
to get involved in recovery 
meetings by assisting the 
individuals with finding jobs 
and improving their resumes. 

The participants were 
Katelyn Root and Ahna 
Harkness. 

“We didn’t just sit in on 
the meetings,” said Harkness. 
“We were able to share our 
own personal stories with 
them and get involved.”

• Putting Liberal Arts Into 
Action Award: Windham High 
School ESOL Mentoring.

• Kids First Award: Jump-
start, a national nonprofit 
organization that supports 
the development of language, 
literacy and social emotional 
skills in preschoolers from 
under-resourced communi-
ties. 

The participants were 
Makayla Mowel and Tyler 
Hubley. 

“The program intends to 
close the gap between afflu-
ent areas and low income 
areas,” Mowel and Hubley 
said on their exhibit.

• Community Choice Aw-

ard: Covenant Soup Kitchen, 
as voted by the audience, 
which intends to address the 
physical, mental, emotional, 
spiritual and cultural needs 
of the individuals who walk 
through their doors. 

The participants were Carly 
Perron, Amber Schlemmer, 
Justin Smith and Sarah Tri-
carico.

• Outstanding Student 
Leader Awards: Carly Perron 
and Sarah Tricarico, who have 
both put work into a wide 
range of community service 
projects through CCE.

• Service-Learning Award: 
Denise Matthews, a com-
munications professor who 
works with students involved 
in CCE on video production 
for a range of organizations 
and projects.

• Student Community En-
gagement Award: Makayla 

Mowel, an ECSU junior who 
spends hours on efforts to 
positively impact the Greater 
Windham community 
through her involvement as 
a Jumpstart team leader and 
member of AmeriCorps.

• Faculty/Staff Community 
Engagement Award: Nancy 
Brennan, a member of 
Eastern’s Foundation for 
Campus Ministry who has 
had an extensive commitment 
to service through organiz-
ing events like the Thursday 
Night Cafe at Eastern and a 
student-led food cupboard at 
Knight House called Shawn’s 
Cupboard.

• Outstanding Community 
Event Award: Journey 
House Program of Natchaug 
Hospital in Mansfield, a spe-
cialized residential treatment 
program for girls ages 12 to 

18 who have been referred 
from the juvenile justice sys-
tem. 

The assistant program
director, Christy Calkins, has 
been instrumental in being 
a dependable resource and
coaching new volunteers 
yearly.

CCE Director Kimberly 
Armstrong Silcox thanked 
the volunteers for their work 
and the judges who took the
time to learn about the proj-
ects.

“They weren’t just ‘pick-
ing up trash’ projects,” Silcox
said of the community work
put in by ECSU students.
“They were all truly mean-
ingful projects that contrib-
uted positively to the com-
munity. The students worked
hard and as a result, they are
fully prepared for the future 
work environment.”

Students celebrated for giving back
Continued from Page 1

assist Rose.
“I have a full-time job still,” 

said Pinto, who said, between 
that and his role as chief of 
the Chaplin Volunteer Fire 
Department, he was not able 

to take on the role of first 
selectman, although he was 
willing and able to serve on 
the board of selectmen.

“I’ll take on some addi-
tional projects to take some 
of the load (from Rose),” 
Pinto said. “Bill and I work 

well together.”
Pinto was first selected to 

the board of selectmen in 
2017.

“Joe has been very help-
ful,” said Rose.

Rose said, for the next cou-
ple of months, there will be 

a transition period as Rose,
with Pinto’s help, takes on
projects from Cunningham.

Rose said a formal letter of
resignation from Cunningham
is expected to be submitted to 
the Chaplin town clerk next
week.

MANSFIELD — Bicenten-
nial Pond’s universal access 
trail will be officially opened 
during a special ceremony 
slated for Saturday.

The event will be at 4 p.m. 
in the Bicentennial Pond Re-
creation Area, 230 Clover 
Mill Road. 

The rain date is Saturday, 
April 28, though the weath-

er forecast for this Saturday 
appears favorable.

A brief ribbon-cutting cer-
emony will be followed by a 
guided hike led by naturalists 
Sue and Tom Harrington. 

Funded by a state 
Department of Energy and 
Environmental Protection’s 
Recreational Trails Program 
Grant, this new 0.7-mile trail 

allows people of all abilities 
to access the natural areas 
and fitness opportunities in 
Schoolhouse Brook Park. 

The Bicentennial Pond 
Recreation Area is situat-
ed in Mansfield’s 455-acre 
Schoolhouse Brook Park 
and is the site of numerous 
recreational and educational 
activities including swim-

ming, hiking, nature study
and Camp Mansfield. 

In addition to the trail, there
are two outdoor classroom 
areas, a fishing pier and an
accessible playground.

For more information, con-
tact the Mansfield Parks and
Recreation Department at
860-429-3015, ext. 0.

WILLIMANTIC — A 
Willimantic man faces multi-
ple charges after being arrest-
ed by Willimantic police last 
night in connection with a 
home invasion.

City police arrested 25-
year-old Jordan Michael 
Kalin, of 66 Windham St., 
Apt. 8, at 10:30 p.m. 

Kalin is charged with 
third-degree assault, first-

degree burglary, sixth-degree 
larceny, home invasion, 
first-degree robbery, disor-
derly conduct and unlaw-
ful restraint, according to 
the department’s arrest log 
released this morning.

He is being held on $50,000 
bond and is due in Danielson 
Superior Court May 3.

No further information was 
available this morning.

Local man faces charges
in home invasion case

Continued from Page 1

Cunningham resigns as Chaplin first selectman

Trail at Bicentennial Pond to officially open

Kemesha Wilmot, associate director of the Center for Community Engagement, pres-
ents the Community Choice Award to Carly Perron, Sarah Tricario and Justin Smith 
for the Covenant Soup Kitchen project during the ninth annual Service Expo and 
Awards ceremony at Eastern Connecticut State University’s Fine Arts Instructional 
Center on Thursday. Brett Donovan | Staff

HARTFORD COURANT

WINDSOR — A juve-
nile died after being struck 
by a tractor trailer on I-91 
in Windsor Thursday, state 
police said.

She was struck on I-91 

south, near Exit 35, about 
6:45 p.m. they said. Police 
didn’t release her name or 
age.

Anyone who saw what hap-
pened is asked to call the 
Troop H barracks at 860-

534-1000.
This is the second pedestri-

an death on I-91 in Windsor 
in a week.

On Saturday, April 14, an 
East Windsor man died on 
the off-ramp at Exit 36 of I-

91 north when a car that was 
exiting the highway struck
him as he was gassing up
his truck, state police said. 
No charges were filed in the
death.

Distributed by Tribune Content Agency.

Juvenile dies after being struck by rig on I-91 in Windsor
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