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COVENTRY — Hydrilla has 
already spread quite a bit through 
Coventry Lake and it could spread 
even further. 

Therefore, a lakewide treat-
ment of the invasive plant should 
be done as soon as possible. 

That message was delivered 
during an informational forum 
about the town’s proposed lake 
treatment plan in the town hall 
annex Tuesday evening. 

“There are concerns that it will 
spread from our lake to other 
places,” said Coventry Town 
Manager John Elsesser.   

The lake was treated twice for 
hydrilla, in 2016 and 2017, and, 

according to a report from the 
state Department of Energy and 
Environmental Protection, the 
treatment was not as effective as 
hoped.

Since then, hydrilla has spread 

throughout the lake, leading to 
the recommendation that a lake-
wide treatment be conducted.

“It’s fairly rare in Connecticut,” 

Invasive plant
could spread
more in lake

R. Michael Payton, left, supervisor of the Navigation and 
Boating Infrastructure Unit of the state Department of Energy 
and Environmental Protection’s boating division, talks about 
state boating regulations as Peter Aarrestad, director of DEEP’s 
fisheries division, looks on. Michelle Firestone | Staff

Coventry Town Manager John 
Elsesser talks about the 
hydrilla in Coventry Lake dur-
ing a forum Tuesday at the 
Coventry Town Hall Annex. 
Michelle Firestone | Staff

Nature does rock
Autumn Martinez, 9, of Andover, holds a tree frog during ‘Nature Rocks,’ a program presented by 
Animal Embassy at the Guilford Smith Memorial Library in South Windham on Tuesday. The program 
kicked off the library’s summer reading program, ‘Libraries Rock.’ Roxanne Pandolfi | Staff

Chris Evers, left, founder and director of Animal 
Embassy, holds a green tree python, which became 
curious about a nearby tree branch. Leonardo Parra, 
5, of South Windham, above, pets a gecko. The pro-
gram was sponsored by the J. Leo and Rose Pageau 
Trust. Roxanne Pandolfi | Staff

BRETT DONOVAN
CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER

MANSFIELD — A new green initiative 
in town is not in the bag yet, but is receiving
support from Mansfield residents and busi-
ness owners.

An ad hoc ordinance review committee was 
created by the Mansfield Town Council to 
consider the potential ban of single-use plas-
tic bags at its Monday meeting.

Members of the committee will include 
council members Terry Berthelot, Ben Shaiken 
and Betty Wassmundt, with Berthelot serving 
as chairperson.

The proposed ordinance, “Bring Your Own
Bag,” would ban the use of single-use bags 
in the town of Mansfield, specifically plastic
checkout bags at supermarkets and various
businesses.

Local residents would be encouraged to 
bring their own reusable checkout bags to
stores or purchase paper bags at checkout 
for a modest fee at the discretion of the busi-
ness.

The effort is being led by the Solid Waste Ad-
visory Committee, which includes Mansfield 
Recycling Coordinator Virginia Walton and 
Director of Public Works John Carrington.

At the meeting, citizens represented the
voice of Mansfield in substantial numbers
during the opportunity for the public to ad-
dress the council.

There was overwhelming support from the

Bag ordinance
gets support
from residents
Ad hoc committee formed

BAG ORDINANCE, Page 4

Anti-drug
group to
dissolve

CLAIRE GALVIN
CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER

WILLIMANTIC — After 28 years of pro-
viding substance abuse and suicide preven-
tion information, the Northeast Communities 
Against Substance Abuse organization will
close.

The board of directors voted June 6 to dis-
solve its nonprofit corporation.

According to executive director Bob Brex, 
the state decided to regionalize funding and is
now only funding the Southeastern Regional
Action Council.

“They made that change about a year ago 
and, since then, we’ve operated through other
grants,” Brex said. “Unfortunately, if we don’t
have steady state funding, there’s not much of 
a chance to continue.”

The Southeastern Regional Action Council
will now cover all of NECASA’s 21 towns.

NECASA began serving the 21 towns in the
northeast Connecticut in 1990 as the second 
Regional Substance Abuse Action Council.

Locally, the organization hosted substance
abuse forums and school programs.

Over its history, NECASA brought north-
east Connecticut $3 million in additional pre-
vention funding since its inception.

NECASA, Page 4

Southeastern council to
cover NECASA towns

Unfortunately, if we don’t have
steady state funding, there’s 
not much of a chance to 
continue.

Bob Brex

HYDRILLA, Page 4
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Carl M. Sward Jr.

SOUTH WINDHAM
Carl M. Sward, Jr., 86, of 

South Windham, beloved 
husband, father, and grand-
father passed away Sunday, 
June 24, 2018. He was born 
February 7, 1932 to the late 
Carl Maurice Sward, Sr. and 
Mildred Sward in the old 
Willimantic Hospital.

Carl was a master carpen-
ter working for several local 
constructions companies, 
retiring from Zlotnick Con-
struction Company in 1994. 

He was a valued friend 
and neighbor enjoying his 
buddies at the office as they 
solved the problems of the 
world. He will be missed be-
yond measure by those who 
loved and knew him.

Carl is survived by the love 
of his life for the past fifty-
four years, Starr, and their 
children, Ross and Joanne 
Sward, Gaye Sward and Sean 
Shortell, Penny and Carl Ty-
ler, Christi Sward, Teri and 

Dennis Silva; his amazing 
grandchildren, Cory, Joshua, 
Chelsea, Brandon, Julia, Cait-
lyn, Garrett, Meghan, Megan 
T., Heather and Justin; his 
sisters, Dorothy, Gertrude 
and Anne; his brother-in-law, 
and wife. Ernie and Georgette 
Welch, sisters-in-law, Velvet 
Welch and Pamela Cooper; 
as well as many very special 
nieces and nephews (too nu-
merous to list without whom 
his life would not have been 
as full). 

He was predeceased by 
his daughter, and son-in-law, 
Holly and Butch Holland, as 
well as his brothers, Albert 
and Edwin.

In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions may be made to Hart-
ford Healthcare at Home, 
1290 Silas Deane Highway, 
Suite 4B, Wethersfield, CT 
06109.

The family will receive 
relatives and friends, Friday, 
June 29, 2018 from 5:00 p.m. 
to 7:00 p.m. at Potter Fu-
neral Home 456 Jackson St. 
(Rte.195) Willimantic. Fu-
neral Service will be 11:00 
a.m. Saturday, June 30, 2018 
also at Potter Funeral Home. 
Burial will follow at Hillside 
Cemetery in Storrs. 

For an online memorial 
guestbook, please visit www.
potterfuneralhome.com.

public for the bag ban, espe-
cially from business owners 
and University of Connecticut 
employees.

Susan Mitchell, an organic 
farmer from Mansfield, said 
her hometown of Chappaqua, 
N.Y., has a plastic bag ban.

“It’s so commonplace 
now,” Mitchell said. “I see 
that town functioning very 
well and it would be nice to 
see this town do the same 
thing.”

This “cultural shift,” as 
Walton puts it, is not a com-
pletely new idea.

According to the Nation-

al Conference of State Leg-
islatures website, California 
became the first state to 
introduce a statewide ban 
on single-use plastic bags at 
large retail stores in 2014.

The stark reality of the 
impact plastic contaminants 
have on the environment was 
emphasized by a majority of 
speakers, who said 4 million 
tons of plastic are found in 
oceans every year.

“You have the chance to 
make an enormous impact,” 
resident Sena Wazer said. 
“Our future is being choked 
by plastic.”

During the council’s dis-

cussion, Deputy Mayor Toni 
Moran moved to create the 
ad hoc committee and spoke 
in favor of its intended func-
tion.

“I think it would be appro-
priate for an ad hoc commit-
tee to review the language 
and prepare a draft that would 
be more closely aligned with 
what the council might want 
to adopt,” Moran said.

Councilman David Freud-
mann voiced his disapproval 
for the creation of the com-
mittee, stating he does not 
believe it’s sound to create 
more committees or draft 
ordinances.

“We pretty much live in
a one-party town and the
majority party loves hav-
ing more and more onerous
regulations,” Freudmann,
a Republican. “To me, this
would just be one more regu-
lation.”

The motion passed, with
all but Freudmann and Wass-
mundt in favor.

Following consideration
from the ad hoc committee,
the proposal will move to a
public hearing and be recom-
mended to the town council
upon completion.

Follow Brett Donovan on
Twitter - @BDonovanTC.

Bag ordinance gets support from residents
Continued from Page 1

said Elsesser, noting hydril-
la has been found in the 
Connecticut River and some 
private bodies of water.

The treatment is estimat-
ed to cost $123,000, with 
the state kicking in about 
$60,000 and the town kicking 
in the rest.

The town council recently 
authorized the use of $95,000 
from the budget, funds for 
both this year’s treatment and 
some for next year’s treat-
ment. 

If the town endorses the 
proposed plan, the treatment 
would be done by SOLitude 
Lake Management of 
Shrewsbury, Mass., a com-
pany the state is contracted 
with. 

The plan is to begin the 
treatment by July 15, with 
some noting the treatment 
would not be as effective if it 
is started after that date. 

Keith Gazaille, SOLitude 
director of lake management 
for the north and mid-Atlantic 
regions, said the proposed 
treatment involves “Sonar 
One,” a fluridone product 
that would cause the plants 
to turn white, rendering them 
unable to photosynthesize. 

Fluridone is an aquatic her-
bicide.

“There are multiple for-
mulations,” Gazaille said. 
“Sonar One is a pellet for-
mulation.” 

A permit would need to be 
acquired from the DEEP for 

the treatment to occur. 
In addition to killing hydril-

la, participants at the forum 
said the treatment would also 
kill milfoil, another invasive 
plant. 

Elsesser said there is still 
some discussion about the 
dosage being used.

“The town has not fully 
endorsed the treatment plan 
at this point,” he said. 

Eastern Highlands Health 
District Director Robert 

Miller said he did research 
about the proposed treatment 
and doesn’t see any potential 
danger to people.

Invasive plant fragments 
can be carried on watercraft 
and signs are posted at the 
boat launch about how to 
properly deal with that. 

R. Michael Payton, a super-
visor in the boating division 
of the DEEP’s Navigation and 
Boating Infrastructure Unit, 
said it’s important “neighbors 

are aware of these situations 
and how they could be trans-
porting it.” 

He said informational pam-
phlets could be sent to people 
living around the lake. 

Robert Kortmann, a limnol-
ogist who has been studying
Coventry Lake for decades,
said he recommended when
the hydrilla was first found 
that it be treated with fluri-
done, a systemic herbicide, 
rather than a contact herbi-
cide.

A University of Connecticut
biology class discovered
hydrilla at Coventry Lake in
2015.

The first two treatments
were done with a contact her-
bicide. 

“I didn’t think the contact
herbicides would be par-
ticularly effective, mainly
because of the life stages of 
the plant,” Kortmann said.  

According to the Penn 
State Extension system web-
site, while contact herbicides 
kill only the plant parts con-
tacted by the chemical, sys-
temic herbicides are absorbed 
by the roots or foliage and 
moved through the plant. 

“The plant grows really 
fast,” said Kortmann. “It 
grows 5 to 6 inches a day 
sometimes.” 

The forum will be rebroad-
cast and the footage can be 
accessed via the town web-
site, www.coventryct.org, 
charter and YouTube. 

Follow Michelle Firestone 
on Twitter - @mfirestonetc.

Robert Kortmann, Coventry’s lake consultant, educates 
the public about hydrilla in Coventry Lake during a 
forum at the town hall annex Tuesday. Michelle Firestone | 
Staff

The group also provided 
more than $1.2 million to 12 
local prevention councils in 
the region.

NECASA purchased evi-
dence-based health curricu-
lums for 10 different school 
districts in the region, con-
ducted school surveys, pro-
vided analysis and funding 
to area school systems to 
implement programs and dis-
tributed more than 350,000 
substance abuse and sui-
cide warning cards to fifth- 

through 12th-graders over a 
15-year period.

The group mentored the 
towns of Windham and Put-
nam so they could receive 
their own federal Drug-
Free Communities Support 
Grants. The total grants at 
the end of 2018-19 will be 
approximately $1.5 million.

Windham PRIDE is the 
organization created from 
those grants.

Finally, the group also cre-
ated the Volunteer with Youth 
Awards and the Judith Nilan 

Award to honor community 
volunteers and school per-
sonnel. 

Judith Nilan was a middle 
school social worker who was 
murdered near Woodstock in 
2005.

According to a release is-
sued by NECASA, Brex, 
who served as director since 
the program’s inception, will 
be retiring.

The board of directors plan 
to establish a grant fund for 
northeastern Connecticut 
within a local foundation 

with any remaining fiscal 
assets after the closing.

The fund will be based 
on NECASA’s mission to 
reduce the prevalence of sub-
stance abuse in northeastern 
Connecticut.

“I’m very proud of what 
we’ve done over the years,”
Brex said. “Now it’s time for 
other people to step up and
do what they can.”

Brex expected operations to
wrap up in upcoming weeks.

Follow Claire Galvin on
Twitter - @CGalvinTC.

NECASA to close due to funding
Continued from Page 1

KATHLEEN RONAYNE
ASSOCIATED PRESS

SACRAMENTO, Calif. — In 
knocking down a California law 
aimed at regulating anti-abortion 
crisis pregnancy centers, the U.S. 
Supreme Court delivered a blow 
to abortion-rights supporters who 
saw the law as a crucial step toward 
beating back the national move-
ment against the procedure.

Democratic-led California 
became the first state in 2016 
to require the centers to provide 
information about access to birth 
control and abortion, and it came 
as Republican-led states ramped 
up their efforts to thwart abortion 
rights.

Despite the court’s 5-4 decision 
Tuesday, abortion-rights advocates 
pledged to keep fighting what they 

call “fake health centers,” but their 
next steps weren’t immediately 
clear.

Some saw potential to use the 
ruling to push back against laws 
in conservative states such as 
Wisconsin and Texas that require 
abortion providers to share infor-
mation about adoption or to combat 
the federal push to ban U.S.-funded 
family planning clinics from refer-
ring women for abortions.

Hawaii and Illinois have laws sim-
ilar to California, which required 
unlicensed centers to post infor-
mation saying so and mandating 
licensed centers provide informa-
tion about access to free or low-cost 
state programs that provide birth 
control, prenatal care and abortion. 
The ruling puts the laws in other 
states at risk.

California lawmakers said their 

law was meant to crack down on 
centers that deceive women by fail-
ing to inform them of their options 
or providing medically inaccurate 
information aimed at discouraging 
them from having abortions.

Advocates saw some room for 
hope in Justice Stephen Breyer’s 
dissenting opinion. He said among 
the reasons the law should be upheld 
is the high court has previously 
backed state laws requiring doctors 
to tell women seeking abortions 
about adoption services.

“After all, the law must be even-
handed,” he wrote.

Anti-abortion rights groups, 
meanwhile, hailed the ruling as a 
victory for free speech and said 
the law coerced crisis pregnancy 
centers into providing information 
about services they don’t support. 
Thomas Glessner, president of the 

National Institute for Family and 
Life Advocates, which had sued 
over California’s law, called it a 
“great day for pro-life pregnancy 
centers.”

Estimates of the number of crisis 
pregnancy centers in the U.S. run 
from 2,500 to more than 4,000, 
compared with fewer than 1,500 
abortion providers, women’s rights 
groups said in court documents. 
NIFLA has ties to 1,500 pregnancy 
centers nationwide and roughly 150 
in California.

“California was really responding 
to what was becoming a pervasive 
issue in California with these cri-
sis pregnancy centers giving false 
information,” said Maggy Krell, 
chief legal counsel for Planned 
Parenthood Affiliates of California.

California had not been enforc-
ing the law in recent months. The 

justices sent the case back to lower 
courts but wrote in the majority 
opinion that the centers “are likely 
to succeed” in their constitutional 
challenge to the portion of the law 
involving licensed centers.

“California cannot co-opt the 
licensed facilities to deliver its 
message for it,” Justice Clarence 
Thomas wrote. He called the 
requirement for unlicensed centers 
to post a notice stating they are 
unlicensed “unjustified and unduly 
burdensome.”

Abortion-rights groups and 
California lawmakers said they 
needed to go through the deci-
sion fully before moving forward. 
A spokeswoman for state Attorney 
General Xavier Becerra said his 
office is “closely monitoring our 
options to determine the best next 
steps.”

Court’s pregnancy center ruling a blow for pro-choice advocates

MAYA MOORE
HARTFORD COURANT

HARTFORD — The arriv-
al of bike sharing company 
LimeBike has accelerated 
Hartford’s efforts to expand 
its commitment to cycling in 
a city where many residents 
lack cars.

A proposed new bike plan, 
which includes plans for new 
bike lanes, is designed to 
make Hartford streets safer 
for cycling, city planners say. 
LimeBike says it will deploy 
100 more of its distinctive 
bikes around the city, adding 
to the 300 lime-green bikes 
already in Hartford.

“We’re here to show what 
a difference you can make 
in Hartford. When you look 
at ridership … whoa, we’re 
off to such a great start,” 
said Scott Mullen, director of 
expansion for the Northeast 
for the Silicon Valley-based 
startup. 

He said 10,000 rides have 
been logged in Hartford. 
Along with the arrival of 
commuter rail, the interest 
in bikes is a sign that things 
may be shifting, he said.

“That’s exactly how we 
want cities to view us, we 
want them to see us as a cata-
lyst for mode shift,” Mullen 
said.

Sandra Fry, bicycle and 
pedestrian coordinator for 
the city’s planning depart-
ment, said LimeBike has 
helped satisfy the demand for 

bicycles in Hartford, which 
has low car ownership. 

More than 40 percent of 
households in neighborhoods 
such as Clay Arsenal, Frog 
Hollow and South Green do 
not have a car and she said 
the city is prioritizing road 
safety for bikers and pedes-
trians.

“I think we’ve had evidence 
with LimeBike that Hartford 
wants to be a city who bikes,” 
Fry said.

The city’s draft bike plan 
includes short-, mid- and 
long-term changes to city 
streets popular with cyclists 
— such as bicycle lanes on 
Fairfield Avenue and Whitney 
Street, and long-term and 
more expensive projects, 
such as separated bike lanes 
on New Britain Avenue.

“We are sorting that out 
now, developing an imple-
mentation matrix to deter-
mine short-term, mid-term, 
and long-term improve-
ments,” Fry said. “The plan 
is still a draft, it takes a while 
to get to the final document 
and recommendations.”

Mullen said it’s impor-
tant for Hartford to make 
the commitment toward more 
support for cycling and walk-
ing. Bikes, he said, are only 
part of the equation.

“The other critical part is 
infrastructure,” Mullen said. 
“We don’t need (the city’s) 
cash, we need their buy-in, 
to be a partner,” Mullen said.

Distributed by Tribune Content Agency.

LimeBike expands 
as Hartford plans for 
more cycles on road

Continued from Page 1
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