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Weather(W): s-sunny, pc-partly cloudy, c-cloudy, sh-showers, t-thunderstorms, r-rain, sf-snow fl urries, sn-snow, i-ice
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SUN AND MOON MOON PHASES

FIVE-DAY FORECAST FOR WILLIMANTIC

REGIONAL CITIES

TIDES

City Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W

NATIONAL CITIES

City Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W

WORLD CITIES

Temperature

Precipitation
Last New First Full
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Rise Set

City Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W

8 a.m. 10 a.m. Noon 2 p.m. 4 p.m. 6 p.m.
The higher the AccuWeather.com UV Index™ number, 
the greater the need for eye and skin protection. 0-2 Low; 
3-5 Moderate; 6-7 High; 8-10 Very High; 11+ Extreme.
The patented AccuWeather.com RealFeel Temperature
is an exclusive index of effective temperature based on 
eight weather factors.

24-HOUR TEMPERATURE FORECAST
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UV Index and RealFeel Temperature®

REGIONAL WEATHER Colchester 50/36/c 38/25/sn
Columbia 49/36/sn 38/25/sn
Hamden 51/35/sh 36/27/sn
Hyannis, MA 48/36/r 37/31/sn
Lebanon 49/36/sn 38/25/sn
Newport, RI 46/35/sh 35/30/sn
New York City 56/38/c 38/31/sn
Pittsfi eld, MA 42/29/sn 36/22/sn
Providence, RI 50/39/sh 40/31/sn
Southbury 50/34/sn 34/24/sn
Springfi eld, MA 47/34/sn 37/26/sn
Wallingford 51/35/sh 36/26/sn
Warwick, RI 49/38/sh 39/29/sn
Windham 50/37/sn 40/28/sn

High 1:24 a.m. 2.9 ft. 2:15 a.m. 2.7 ft.
Low 8:12 a.m. 0.2 ft. 9:06 a.m. 0.3 ft.
High 1:57 p.m. 2.3 ft. 2:51 p.m. 2.2 ft.
Low 8:20 p.m. 0.6 ft. 9:16 p.m. 0.7 ft.

High 2:16 a.m. 2.9 ft. 3:07 a.m. 2.7 ft.
Low 9:09 a.m. 0.1 ft. 10:03 a.m. 0.3 ft.
High 2:49 p.m. 2.3 ft. 3:43 p.m. 2.2 ft.
Low 9:17 p.m. 0.5 ft. 10:13 p.m. 0.6 ft.

Albuquerque 76/49/pc 80/59/pc
Anchorage 40/30/s 42/30/s
Atlanta 72/59/pc 63/36/t
Boston 46/37/sh 40/31/sn
Charlotte 74/56/pc 57/36/r
Chicago 37/20/pc 37/23/s
Cincinnati 56/26/pc 41/18/sn
Cleveland 48/26/c 36/25/pc
Dallas 82/38/t 58/41/pc
Denver 41/24/c 62/37/c
Detroit 46/24/c 39/22/pc
Honolulu 81/70/c 80/71/sh
Houston 83/60/t 66/54/c
Indianapolis 49/25/sn 40/21/pc
Kansas City 38/14/sn 41/25/s
Las Vegas 86/68/pc 89/60/c
Los Angeles 71/59/pc 70/56/sh
Miami 83/73/pc 86/72/pc
Minneapolis 25/11/pc 30/13/s
Nashville 63/35/t 48/31/r
New Orleans 79/67/t 71/51/t
Orlando 85/66/s 87/68/s
Philadelphia 60/39/c 40/27/sn
Phoenix 92/70/pc 94/72/c
Portland, ME 41/34/sn 40/28/pc
St. Louis 47/22/sn 39/24/pc
Salt Lake City 62/52/sh 67/44/r
San Diego 66/60/pc 69/58/pc
San Francisco 65/58/r 65/50/sh
Seattle 64/50/r 54/47/r
Washington, DC 67/39/c 40/28/sn

Forecasts and graphics provided 
by AccuWeather, Inc. ©2018

Beijing 49/33/c 52/36/s
Cairo 84/62/s 85/61/s
Hong Kong 80/61/c 72/63/c
London 59/49/c 59/47/sh
Mexico City 75/53/pc 79/53/pc
Moscow 50/33/pc 44/31/pc
Paris 66/51/s 63/53/t
Rio de Janeiro 85/75/t 85/74/sh
Rome 67/48/s 66/50/s
Sydney 80/69/s 82/67/s
Tokyo 70/64/pc 67/49/pc
Toronto 43/22/sn 35/20/c

23 28 28 33 35 41

Periods of snow Sunshine and chilly Turning out cloudy Cloudy with rain 
possible

Increasing cloudiness A little morning snow, 
up to 1"

SATURDAY SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAYTONIGHT FRIDAY

CONDITIONS FRIDAY

Shown are Friday's 
noon positions of 
weather systems 
and precipitation. 
Temperature bands 
are highs for the 
day. Forecast high/
low temperatures 
are given for 
selected cities.

Friday Saturday

Friday Saturday

New London Today Friday

Niantic Today Friday

Friday Saturday

Willimantic Wednesday
High  ...............................................................................  57
Low  ................................................................................  38
Normal high  ..................................................................  54
Normal low  ...................................................................  32
Last year high  ...............................................................  48 
Last year low  .................................................................  42 

Wednesday ................................................................ 0.14"
Month to date  ..........................................................  0.82"
Normal month to date  ............................................  0.79"
Year to date  .............................................................  14.12"
Normal year to date  ............................................... 11.64"

Sun today  ............................  6:25 a.m.  ...........  7:18 p.m. 
Sun Friday  ...........................  6:24 a.m.  ...........  7:19 p.m. 
Moon today ................................. none  ...........  9:45 a.m.
Moon Friday  ......................  12:37 a.m.  .........  10:27 a.m. 
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Shown is Friday's weather. Temperatures are tonight's lows and Friday's highs. Friday

Noah’s Closet to host special child health fair

COVENTRY — Noah’s Closet is hosting its Child Health & 
Safety Fair for parents and their children Saturday.

The event will run from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Noah’s Closet, 
which is next to the Second Congregational Church. The 
church is at 1746 Boston Turnpike.

Various exhibitors will provide health and safety informa-
tion at the event, including a dental hygienist, the Coventry 
Lion’s Club, the children’s librarian from Booth & Dimock 
Memorial Library in Coventry, the Hale Early Learning 
Center in Coventry, dieticians from Windham Community 
Memorial Hospital and dieticians from Big Y.

There will be refreshments, activities and a raffle. All 
attendees get a free raffle ticket.

Noah’s Closet is a second-hand resale shop that sells child-
rens’ items, clothes, toys and furniture. Church members run 
the store, with proceeds going to various local causes.

For more information about Noah’s Closet or the event, call 
860-742-1616. Noah’s Closet has a Facebook page and there 
is information about it at www.secondchurchcoventryucc.org.

Two agencies to host library children’s event

ANDOVER — Two Andover agencies will host a joint event 
for children.

The Andover Elementary School’s Early Learning Center 
will hold a special session at the Andover Public Library on 
Wednesday, April 11, at 6 p.m.. The library will conduct an 
evening story time, with attendees encouraged to dress casu-
ally and pajamas are welcome.

For more information, call the library at 860-742-7428. 

Spring celebration to take place in Hebron

HEBRON —  Early bird specials: they’re not just for senior 
citizens anymore.

A special early dinner with entertaining, educational pro-
gramming for preschoolers will be held at the Douglas Lib-
rary of Hebron on April 11.

“A Literary Spring Celebration: April Showers Bring May 
Flowers” will be held from 4:30 to 5:45 p.m. The event is 
hosted by the AHM Youth and Family Services Bureau, the 
Douglas Library and the Hebron Early Childhood Center.

The evening will include stories, crafts, games and a light 
dinner. There is no charge, but registration is required. 

For more information, or to register, contact the family 
resource coordinator at AHM, Becky Murray, by telephone at 
860-228-0871 or by email at beckym@ahmyouth.org.

Mansfield budget has 1.74-mill hike
CLAIRE GALVIN

CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER

MANSFIELD — In the current pro-
posed town/school budget, Mansfield 
residents can expect to pay about 5.7 
percent more on their tax bill for the 
2018-19 year.

Mansfield Interim Town Manager 
John Carrington said he and the staff 
used the governor’s proposed budget 
that reduces Mansfield’s municipal aid 
by $3 million to create Mansfield’s 
2018-19 budget.

Carrington proposed a $52,990,910 
budget for 2018-19.

This includes Mansfield’s con-
tribution to Region 19, estimated at 
$10,954,440.

Taxpayers can expect a mill rate of 
32.37 mills on real estate and personal 
property, which is a 1.74 mill increase, 
or 5.68 percent. 

The median home with a value of 
$223,570 and an assessed value of 
$156,500 would see a $272 increase in 
taxes for the next year.

“Basically this is a flat budget,” 
Mansfield Finance Director Cherie Tra-

han said. “It’s virtually flat. The increase 
in any potential mill rate would be due 
to loss in state revenues.”

The proposed capital fund budget 
totals $3,501,480.

Carrington is also proposing a 
$150,000 contribution to the fund bal-
ance. The contribution would increase 
the reserve balance to 9.4 percent of 
proposed expenditures.

The town is working to reach the 
10-15 percent threshold in the fund bal-
ance.

“Maintaining a 10-15 percent fund 
balance is important in order to provide 
the town with sufficient reserve to meet 
unforeseen circumstances, which in turn 
is an important factor in maintaining a 
healthy bond rating,” Carrington wrote 
in his memo to the council. “The better 
our bond rating, the lower the town’s 
cost to issue debt.”

The town originally had $800,000 in 
surplus from the 2016-2017 year, which 
would have increased the reserve bal-
ance to 10.5 percent.

However, because of mid-year cuts in 
state aid, that surplus was used to fill 

holes in the 2017-18 budget.
The preliminary 2017 grand list would 

generate $260,000 in new revenue.
Trahan said the budget is a starting 

point and the town council may make
changes in upcoming weeks.

A public hearing on the budget is
scheduled for April 9 at 7 p.m. in the
council chambers of the Audrey P. Beck 
Municipal Building.

A public information session on the 
budget is scheduled for April 11 at 7 
p.m. in the council chambers.

The council will approve the budget 
on April 19, 24 or 25, depending on 
when it finishes the complete budget 
review.

Another public information session 
on the town council-adopted budget is 
scheduled for May 3 at 7 p.m. in the
council chambers.

Finally, the annual town meeting is 
planned for May 8 at 7 p.m. in the 
Mansfield Middle School auditorium. 

The budget, however, could be peti-
tioned to a referendum.

Follow Claire Galvin on Twitter - @
CGalvinTC.

Willington continues talks on taping meetings
CLAIRE GALVIN

CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER

WILLINGTON —  The 
Town of Willington is still 
working to create a policy re-
garding the videotaping of its 
meetings.

The board of selectmen 
continued the discussion ear-
lier this week. 

Selectmen Aliza Makuch 
and John Blessington each 
drafted potential policies to 
regulate the videotaping of 
its meetings.

The selectmen are review-
ing the policies and will soon 
vote on one and decide the 
best technology to videotape 
their recordings.

The policy will focus on 
the selectmen meetings, but 
ideally all board and com-
mission meetings will even-

tually be recorded so folks 
can see them.

Blessington first brought 
the topic up months ago be-
cause he thought there was a 
public interest in easier acces-
sibility for town residents.

Blessington is even cur-
rently paying for a third-
party person to record and 
post meeting recordings on 
YouTube.

Blessington asked a Wil-
lington resident and retired 
software developer Michael 
Harnad to suggest technology 
to post meetings, including 
Roku, Amazon and YouTube.

For example, a Roku stick 
or Roku TV allows an orga-
nization or person to create 
a channel relatively inexpen-
sively.

Free, public videos can be 

posted on that channel and 
viewed through a Roku pro-
gram.

“It’s a very good platform 
to stream videos,” Harnad 
said at Monday’s selectmen 
meeting. “A lot of munici-
palities are doing things like 
that. A lot of people are more 
comfortable with using their 
TV set than they are with a 
computer.”

Harnad’s channel is ad-sup-
ported, so he pays very little 
to post and store his videos 
on Roku and Amazon.

The town also has the 
option to post to both Roku 
and YouTube for maximum 
viewers. 

Harnad said he was will-
ing to get the town started 
and then said maintaining the 
videos is relatively easy for 

the town to do.
Makuch said towns like

Mansfield pay for a third-
party website to post and 
store its town meeting vid-
eos.

The board of finance added
to its budget an allotment of 
$250 to videotape its budget
meetings in the future, which 
Willington First Selectman 
Erika Wiecenski said was 
disappointing because a pol-
icy has not yet been created 
and a system has not yet been 
identified.

“I think we definitely need
to have a policy in place 
before we discuss how we
record or how much it costs,”
Wiecenski said of taping 
meetings. 

Follow Claire Galvin on
Twitter - @CGalvinTC.

ECSU dance marathon to aid children’s hospital
WILLIMANTIC — Eastern Connecti-

cut State University will host its first-
ever WarriorTHON dance marathon  
Saturday.

The event will run from 5 to 11 p.m. 
in the Geissler Gymnasium. 

In affiliation with Miracle Network 
Dance Marathon, all proceeds will ben-
efit the Connecticut Children’s Medical 
Center. 

Members of the public are invited to 
the event.

In addition to a night of dancing, 
WarriorTHON will include food, games, 
raffles, guest speakers and student per-
formances. 

Event organizers are expecting several 

family members of children’s hospital 
patients to attend to share their stories.

The chief organizer of WarriorTHON 
is Eastern student Lauren Landry, a 
sophomore psychology major from 
Rumford, R.I. 

“I understand firsthand the impact 
that these donations have on patients of 
children’s hospitals, as I was a child in 
that hospital bed may years ago,” said 
Landry, who has had three open-heart 
surgeries.

Registration is $5 per person and will 
occur at 4 p.m. April 7, or in advance, 
online at https://events.dancemarathon.
com/index.cfm?fuseaction=donorDrive.
event&eventID=2910.

Participants can register individually 
or as a team.  Registrants will receive 
a free Children’s Miracle Network/
WarriorTHON T-shirt. Each registrant 
will have their own online donation 
portal, to which family members and
friends can donate. 

More than $7,000 has already been 
raised and the goal is $10,000 for this 
inaugural event.

“If we raise more than $10,000,
WarriorTHON will be the first first-year 
Miracle Network Dance Marathon in 
Connecticut to raise that much money,”
said Landry. 

For more information, contact ecsu-
WarriorTHON@gmail.com.


