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Helen C. (Younkin) Cornish
WILLIMANTIC

Helen C. (Younkin) Cor-
nish was born February 23, 
1925 in Nanty Glo, Pennsyl-
vania to the late Grant and 
Rosa Crawford Younkin.

Helen had a passionate feel-
ing for all animals, domes-
ticated and wild, and passed 
that same empathy on to her 
children. Over the years she 
gave a warm, loving home to 
many homeless cats. Once, 
she had a sparrow that would 
appear at the kitchen window 
every morning, come in for 
a drink, spend time on her 
shoulder, and fly off until the 
next morning. She wrote a 
story about this that was pub-
lished in the Pittsburgh Press. 
More recently, she made do-
nations to Protectors of Ani-
mals in support of both cats 
and dogs. 

While her family lived on 
a farm in Pennsylvania, she 
took care of the animals and 
large garden, shoveled coal 
into the furnace, baked bread, 
and made many goodies and 
wonderful meals. 

Her first job at 18 years old 
was at the rather new Social 
Security Agency in Washing-
ton D.C. 

After moving to Connecti-
cut when she was 40, she 
decided to learn to drive and 
get a job, the first in 20 years. 
She took driving lessons, got 
a car and then took classes to 
refresh her secretarial skills. 
After twenty years she retired 
from UConn as a secretary. 

She was an avid bowler 
and enjoyed the sights and 
experiences of the many cit-
ies she travelled to with her 
husband for bowling tourna-
ments. Her daughters Kath-

ryn and Donna loved taking 
her on many day, week-end 
and week-long trips. To see 
her appreciation and enjoy-
ment of every place made for 
fond memories.

She was a strong woman, 
unassuming, loving, caring 
and kind to all. She asked 
nothing of anyone but was 
always willing to give. She 
wrote beautifully and poeti-
cally. She enjoyed the beau-
ty of the many flowers she 
planted around her home. 
She was the best at being a 
Mother. Her family will miss 
her so very much. 

Helen is survived by her 
daughter, Kathryn R. and 
spouse, David Ohlund of He-
bron and son, Robert L. Cor-
nish, Jr. and spouse, Kim of 
Pittston, PA, as well as three 
sisters and two brothers. She 
has four grandchildren, nine 
great-grandchildren and two 
great, great- granddaughters.

Helen was predeceased by 
her husband, Robert L. Cor-
nish Sr., daughters, Sandra 
L. Pearce and Donna R. Cor-
nish, and two sisters and six 
brothers. 

Helens family will receive 
friends on November 13, 
2018 at Potter Funeral Home, 
456 Jackson St. in Williman-
tic from 10:00 a.m. To 11:00 
a.m., followed by a funeral 
service. Burial will follow in 
Windham Center Cemetery.

In her memory and In lieu 
of flowers please donate to 
Protectors of Animals, 144 
Main St., East Hartford, CT 
06118. 

For an online memorial 
guestbook please visit www.
potterfuneralhome.com.

Voters approved local tax-
payer portions of the project 
in 2014. 

Mansfield will contribute 
approximately $6 million, 
while the state Department 
of Energy and Environmental 
Protection is kicking in $3 
million.

As part of the Mansfield 
Plan of Conservation and 
Development, the expansion 
project is meant to fix and 
extend sewers to areas sur-
rounding the intersection of 
routes 44 and 195, which 
includes sewer piping, two 
pump stations and any other 
necessary materials.

Joining Carrington were 
Mansfield Mayor Paul 
Shapiro, Mansfield Town 
Manager Derrik Kennedy, 
state Rep. Gregg Haddad, 
D-Mansfield, and state Sen. 
Mae Flexer, D-Danielson, in 
addition to other town staff.

Also in attendance were 
representatives from con-
struction company Balthazar 
Contractors and engineer-
ing consultant Weston & 
Sampson Engineers Inc., who 
have been heavily involved 
with the project.

Shapiro credited the suc-
cess of this project to a num-
ber of previous town officials, 
including former town man-
ager Matthew Hart and for-
mer mayor Betsy Paterson.

“To say that this is a momen-
tous day for Mansfield is 
an understatement,” Shapiro 
said. “The ups and downs of 
this project, which our voters 
approved bonding for four 
years ago this week, has sent 
both elected officials and 
professional staff on a roller 
coaster ride that ends this 
morning.”

He asserted the develop-
ment of an area for business 
cannot work without sani-
tary sewers, adding that “sep-
tic won’t work and it hasn’t 
worked.”

Flexer and Haddad were 
both instrumental in keeping 
the project alive for a number 
of years.

“I’m so excited that we’re 
finally here,” Flexer said. 

“Gregg and I had to be vigi-
lant in making sure that the 
state support for this pro-
gram stayed there and that it 
became a priority.”

When she and Haddad 
observed the bonding bill a 
few years back, they noticed 
there were deauthorizations 
on a lot of bonding and Four 
Corners was one of the proj-
ects listed.

Haddad served dual roles 
on the project — being a 
member of the town council 
before assuming the role of 
state representative in 2010 
— and made sure that fund-
ing was preserved.

“I feel like this project has 
had nine lives,” Haddad said, 
“and it’s needed every single 
one of them to get to this 
point. 

“But it’s a worthy project. I 
think we all envisioned Four 
Corners as being a gateway 
to our community that will 
make us proud.”

The Four Corners area is 
located within the Opportunity 
Zone, a designed census tract 
that will assist the town in 
being proactive about private 
investment opportunities.

The zone was federally des-
ignated last May when Gov. 
Dannel P. Malloy announced 
its approval, and Kennedy 
said he sees the beginning 
of the Four Corners develop-
ments as an optimal time for 
the infusion of private invest-
ment in the town.

“While the Opportunity 
Zone is clearly a big win 
for the town to bring us to 
the next chapter of business 
development, the sewer proj-
ect within the zone is an 
accelerate for the opportuni-
ties in the area and will make 
it more attractive to investors 
and developers,” Kennedy 
said.

Follow Brett Donovan on 
Twitter - @BDonovanTC.

FBI investigation.
Between 100 and 125 protesters carried 

signs with phrases like “Impeach Trump,” 
“Justice prevails,” “Smash fascism” and 
“We will not remain silent so that you can 
remain comfortable.”

Organizers encouraged protesters to 
seek out their legislators and encourage 
their support of the investigation.

Windham resident Jared Day said he was 
protesting to encourage lawmakers, like 
U.S. Rep. Joe Courtney, D-2nd District, to 
fight back.

“There’s all kinds of conversation right 
now that the new Congress shouldn’t 
investigate,” Day said. “Well, this is to 
communicate to Joe Courtney that we 
have his back. I want to let people know 
that they’re not alone if they choose to 
take on this presidency.”

Day carried a sign that read “No More 
Obstruction of Justice.”

State Rep. Susan Johnson, D-Williman-
tic, was one politician who spoke out 
Thursday evening.

“We’re a highly charged political town 
here in Windham and Willimantic,” John-
son said. “We have a lot of different views 
on how things should be, but we do have 
a lot of people who are very concerned 
about peoples’ rights and the separation 
of power.”

One protester compared Trump to Adolf 
Hitler and Benito Mussolini, pointing out 
Hitler and Mussolini both came to power 
legally.

“History is repeating itself,” said Mari-
lynn Higgins of Hampton. “People don’t 
believe this is as bad as it is. 

“People are sitting by and giving up 
their rights and they don’t believe how 
serious it is.”

Follow Claire Galvin on Twitter - @
CGalvinTC. 

Groundbreaking was 
long time coming at  
Mansfield Four Corners
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I feel like this 
project has had 
nine lives.

state Rep. Gregg Haddad

SUSAN HAIGH
ASSOCIATED PRESS

HARTFORD — Gov.-elect 
Ned Lamont took the first 
steps toward taking on his 
new job, announcing a transi-
tion team he said will focus 
heavily on Connecticut’s 
budget and economic devel-
opment.

The Democrat made the 
announcement outside the 
state Capitol on Thursday. He 
appeared with five leaders of 
his team, which includes rep-
resentatives from state gov-
ernment, politics, business 
and education, shortly after 
having lunch at the gover-
nor’s official residence with 
his wife, Annie, and Gov. 
Dannel P. Malloy and his 
wife, Cathy.

Lamont said Malloy, who 
did not seek a third term 
this year, has “done a lot 
of thinking about transition,” 
crediting him with requiring 
each state commissioner to 
provide an outline of their 
respective agency’s priorities 
and recommendations for the 
future.

“This is going to be a 
smooth and productive and 
constructive transition,” said 
Lamont, whose running mate 
Susan Bysiewicz met pri-
vately with 
outgoing Lt. 
Gov. Nancy 
Wyman on 
T h u r s d a y. 
Lamont has 
not ruled 
out keep-
ing some 
of Malloy’s 
a g e n c y 
heads, but 
said he will 
bring in other 
people from 
the business 
and nonprof-
it worlds. 

Lamont is 
the founder 
of a cable 
TV com-
pany, while 
his wife is successful venture 
capitalist.

The director of Lamont’s 
transition team will be Ryan 
Drajewicz, a senior manage-
ment associate at the hedge 

fund Bridgewater Associates 
and a one-time staff member 
of former U.S. Sen. Chris 
Dodd. The other members 
include Democratic Attorney 

G e n e r a l 
G e o r g e 
J e p s e n , 
Democratic 
Rep. Toni 
Walker of 
New Haven, 
E a s t e r n 
Connecticut 
S t a t e 
Univers i ty 
P r e s i d e n t 
Elsa Núñez 
and Garrett 
M o r a n , 
president of 
the nonprof-
it organiza-
tion Year Up 
and the for-
mer COO of 
Blackstone’s 
P r i v a t e 

Equity Group.
Lamont said the transi-

tion team will be divided 
into groups that will initially 
concentrate on state budget 
issues and economic devel-

opment. He said the team 
will also look at the organi-
zation of state government 
and the state’s current bud-
get situation. When Lamont 
takes office in January, he 
will face an initial, roughly 
$2 billion deficit in the first 
year of the typically $40 bil-
lion state budget.

Lamont said he wants his 
advisers to “take a look at the 
current numbers, as they’re 
coming in on the revenue side 
over the next few weeks.” He 
said they will also closely 
review the transition memos 
provided by Malloy’s com-
missioners “and see where 
we’ve got to back fill, where 
we can make some real sav-
ings going forward.”

The Democrat previously 
announced a separate advi-
sory group of business lead-
ers, including CEOs of top 
Connecticut companies. He 
said Thursday the group will 
help him reach out to exist-
ing companies in the state 
and those he hopes to attract 
to Connecticut.

Lamont’s inauguration is 
planned for Jan. 9.

Núñez named to transition team

Eastern Connecticut State 
University President Elsa 
Núñez was named to Gov.-
elect Ned Lamont’s transition 
team. AP

Protesters hold a banner that reads ‘Freedom of the Press.’ Roxanne Pandolfi | Staff

Pam and Earl McWilliams of Dayville hold signs during a protest of President 
Donald Trump on the corner of Main and Jackson streets in Willimantic on 
Thursday night. Roxanne Pandolfi | Staff
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Anti-Trump protesters  
make their voices heard

 KEN DIXON
CONNECTICUT POST

The man who murdered a 
dozen people in a California bar 
Wednesday night would have had 
a hard time possessing a legal fire-
arm in Connecticut.

Ian David Long’s previous run-
ins with law enforcement would 
have likely resulted in an order 
to seize his firearms, following a 
local police investigation.

In Connecticut, similar cases 
have resulted in the surrender of 
thousands of guns under the state’s 
1999 risk warrant law, which allows 
concerned neighbors and family to 
provide information to police, who 
can refer to their database of gun 
owners and take away weapons.

Although California has strict 
gun laws similar to Connecticut, 
face-to-face interviews here might 
have resulted in a rejection of his 
initial bid for a firearms permit. 
And in 2013, the extended ammu-
nition clip Long reportedly used, 
was made illegal by Connecticut 
lawmakers.

Ventura County Sheriff Geoff 
Dean says Long, a decorated for-
mer U.S. Marine who served in 
Afghanistan, first shot a security 
guard and other staff near the door 
of the Borderline Bar & Grill, 
where hundreds of mostly college 
students were attending country-
and-western dance night. 

He then moved into venue and 
killed patrons with his Glock 
handgun, including a sheriff ’s dep-
uty who rushed to the scene late 
Wednesday in the city of Thousand 
Oaks, according to the Associated 
Press. He then killed himself.

News reports indicate Long had 
several earlier encounters with 
police and his former psychia-
trist and parents notified police. In 
Connecticut, that would have been 
enough information to force a risk 
warrant requiring he surrender his 
weapons pending testing, accord-
ing to state officials. 

There have been 1,750 people 
whose weapons were taken away 
since 1999 under the Connecticut 
risk warrant law, including 213 
through October of this year, 
according to State Police.

State Rep. William Tong, D-
Stamford, who is the attorney gen-
eral-elect, said he would like the 
General Assembly to reconsider 
legislation that failed in recent 
years that would allow law enforce-
ment officials to ask to see the per-
mits of people who choose to carry 
their pistols openly.

“It’s reasonable,” said Tong, who 
takes the oath of office Jan. 9. 

Distributed by Tribune Content Agency.

Bar shooter 
may not  
have gotten 
a gun here


