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Lotteries
THURSDAY

Mid-Day 3: 1-1-2

Mid-Day 4: 2-7-8-9

Play 3: 8-2-8

Play 4: 6-6-8-3

Cash 5: 7-18-21-27-32

Lucky For Life
6-16-23-27-48/10

Mailing Address: 
P.O. Box 229, Willimantic, CT 
06226.

Location: 
322 Main St., Unit 1-1B, Willimantic, 
a quarter-mile east of the Frog 
Bridge intersection.

To Subscribe:
860-423-8466 or 
delivery@theChronicle.com

To Report News:
860-423-8466, ext. 3337 or 
news@theChronicle.com
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Island sweet potatoes a try in your 
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Cate Blanchett stars 

in “Mrs. America,” 

premiering Wednesday 

on FX on Hulu.

ENTERTAINMENT GUIDETV&STREAM
the Chronicle

460 Storrs Road • Mansfi eld Center, CT 06250 

860-42
3-1187

T&B MOTORS

Your Auto, Truck and Diesel Vehicle Experts 

24-Hr Roadside Assistance Emission Testing & Repair Facility

10% off Discount on labor only for AAA Members, 

Students, Vets, and Seniors

This is an Emissions Testing and Repair Facility!

Open 8am-8pm 7 Days a Week

91 Valley Street, Willimantic, CT 06226

WWW.WILLIMANTICFOOD.COOP

The Co-o
p is tem

porarily 
CLOSED to shop

pers.

We are accepting orders for CURBSIDE PICKU
P.

Go to https://www.willimanticfood.coop/curbside-coop/  

to place your order.

No computer/internet access? Call 860-456-3611
eyeTrade, LLC, 
eyeTrade, LLC, Optical Shop

Optical Shop

1197 Main St., Coventry, CT

www.eyetrade.vision

Call Sonya for an

appointment Today!

860-498-0717

Sonya Maher, L.O.

invites you come into

Accepting 

HSA, HRA, HFA

and Carecredit

in Coventry, CTOptical Shop
Optical Shop

Bring in your prescription!

Call Sonya for an 

In home or in shop 

appointment.

Ask about Smart Vision.

SAVE TIME, 
SAVE TIME, SAVE MONEY

SAVE MONEY

Order Your

Contacts Online

www.eyetrade.vision

www.eyetrade.vision

CONTACTS ARE 

DELIVERED TO 

YOUR HOME!

 Regional    Check out our take-out 
and delivery directory for area 
restaurants | Page 3

COVID-19 CASES
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The Connecticut Academy of 
Science and Engineering has 
released fact-based information on 
how everyone should stay informed 
on the spread of COVID-19 within 
Connecticut.

CASE, which is based out of Rocky 
Hill, is chartered by the Connecticut 
General Assembly to provide the 
state and its residents with expert 
knowledge on science and technol-
ogy.

CASE compiled a list of what it 
deems to be the most reliable and 
coordinated sources of information 
about COVID-19, a coronavirus.

They include:
• The state’s online portal at portal.

ct.gov/Coronavirus.

It includes the latest information 
from the state Department of Public 
Health State Laboratory on testing 
results and includes guides on the 
following:

• The state’s COVID-19 Infoline in 
partnership with the United Way of 
Connecticut, which can be accessed 
by calling 2-1-1 or texting “CTCOVID” 
at 898211.

• The State of Connecticut Joint 
Information Center can be contacted 
24 hours a day, seven days a week 
by calling 860-754-8342 or emailing 
COVID19.JIC@ct.gov.

Information from the JIC will also 
be shared on its Twitter account at  
@COVID19CT and on Facebook at 
CT COVID-19 Response.

Keep informed about COVID-19

COVID-19 
C O N C E R N S

• Because of funding 
uncertainty linked to the 
coronavirus pandemic, 
Coventry school officials 
have pushed back its bud-
get season.

• The coronavirus out-
break has many folks 
looking for some compan-
ionship by adopting new 
“pandemic pets” into their 
families.

• Gov. Ned Lamont said 
Thursday the state was 
seeing good news, with a 
daily net increase of 46 hos-
pitalized patients, the lowest 
number seen in two weeks. 
To date, 1,464 Connecticut 
patients have been hospi-
talized.

• Statewide, nearly 9,800 
people have tested posi-
tive for COVID-19 and there 
have been 380 deaths.

• Connecticut officials 
said they expect to finally 
receive some long-awaited 
personal protective equip-
ment that has been on 
back-order for weeks. The 
state has placed 78 orders 
for 18.8 million pieces of 
equipment.

• U.S. toilet paper sales 
rose 51 percent between 
Feb. 24 and March 10, as 
buyers started getting un- 
easy about the virus. But 
sales rocketed a whopping 
845 percent on March 11 
and 12 as states announced 
lock-downs.

• With a startling 6.6 million 
people seeking jobless ben-
efits last week, the U.S. has 
reached a grim landmark: 
Roughly one in 10 workers 
have lost jobs in just the past 
three weeks.

Lamont 
extends 
school 
closures

Gray skies are gonna clear up
Dark clouds move out of the sky as the sun comes through after a long rainy day late Thursday afternoon in Willimantic.  Roxanne Pandolfi | Staff

Happy birthday honks
Chels must have gotten a lot of birthday honks thanks to a sign placed out-
side on the corner of Prospect and High streets in Willimantic on Thursday. 
Roxanne Pandolfi | Staff

CLAIRE GALVIN
CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER

WILLIMANTIC — Connect-
icut’s public colleges, includ-
ing Eastern Connecticut State 
University, are working to prepare 
housing space and donate pro-
tective equipment to health care 
workers fighting the coronavirus.

According to a release issued 
by the Connecticut State Colleges 
and Universities, Eastern donated 
personal protective equipment to 
health care workers throughout 
the state.

“This pandemic is unlike any-
thing we have seen before, and 
combating it will require all hands 
on deck,” said CSCU President 
Mark Ojakian. 

“Our public colleges and univer-
sities are part of the solution, not 
only providing space for mobile 
hospitals, but also providing hous-
ing space for health care workers, 
and donating tens of thousands of 
units of personal protective equip-
ment to those on the front lines of 
fighting this disease.”

According to the release, Eastern 

donated 1,200 masks in total.
Eastern President Elsa Núñez 

also said the university donated 
approximately 1,500 pairs of dis-
posable gloves.

“It’s all the supplies from the 
science departments,” Núñez said. 
“The faculty voted to donate them 
all. I think it’s a wonderfully gen-
erous thing to do. People don’t 
have gloves and masks, so why 
should they be sitting in some 
closet?”

Collectively, the CSCU system 

ECSU donates medical necessities

ECSU, Page 4

MICHELLE FIRESTONE
CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER

STORRS — E.O. Smith High School offi-
cials are committed to having a gradua-
tion ceremony and end-of-year activities for 
seniors this year, even if it means holding
them in the summer.

“Even if it takes us into August, we’re
committed to doing that and I speak for a lot 
of staff who are on board with this,” E.O.
Smith Principal Lou DeLoreto said during
Tuesday’s Regional School District 19 Board 
of Education meeting.

Because of the coronavirus pandemic, 
school has been closed since mid-March
and students are currently completing school
work through distance learning.

The way distance learning is being conduct-
ed was also discussed Tuesday, with officials
saying it’s going well, but staff is working to
improve as well.

Gov. Ned Lamont had said public schools
will reopen no earlier than May 20, but it is a 
possibility school may not reopen at all.

“The education system has been pretty 
similar for a long time and suddenly, this

SMITH, Page 4

EOS aims  
to have 
graduation 
eventually

CLAIRE GALVIN
CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER

To continue the fight against the coronavi-
rus pandemic, Gov. Ned Lamont announced
Thursday that all schools in the state will be
closed until May 20. 

The governor has previously said it is possi-
ble schools will not open again before the fall.

“I don’t want us to get complacent and I
wouldn’t be surprised if that May 20 date
extends as well,” Lamont said.

And like the 
rest of the area 
towns, Wind-
ham Public 
Schools build-
ings will remain 
quiet for another 
month.

W i n d h a m 
Public Schools 
Acting Superin-
tendent Tracy 
Y o u n g b e r g 
shared the information with families late
Thursday.

Windham students will have their spring 
vacation and will not be required to partici-
pate in the “Schooling At Home” phase from
today until Friday, April 17.

Then, students will return to the academic
activities at home until schools can, possibly,
reopen on Wednesday, May 20.

“A big thank you goes out to all the staff 
members who have been volunteering their
time, working with our students and families
virtually, supporting one another, delivering
materials to those without transportation and,

 
react to announcement

LAMONT, Page 4

I don’t want us 
to get complacent 
and I wouldn’t 
be surprised if 
that May 20 date 
extends as well.

Gov. Ned Lamont
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Best Gas 
Price

Sun Mart Main 1.62
A-1 Main      1.65
Stop & Shop Main 1.73
Shell Main  1.73
Mobil Boston Post 1.79
Cumbys Main     1.79
Valero Main    1.80
Xtra Fuels Main    1.83
Shell Jackson 2.19
Cumbys Jackson    2.19

— Gasbuddy.com

There are no obituaries  

in today’s Chronicle

got thrust upon everyone and I 
couldn’t be happier with how 
receptive our teachers have been to 
trying new things and making this 
work,” District 19 Superintendent 
of Schools Jill Krieger said.

Lamont waived the 180-day 
school requirement through one of 
his executive orders and public 
schools cannot be open past June 
30.

E.O. Smith’s last day is sched-
uled to be June 17.

April vacation is still scheduled 
to be held next week.

“We maintained the vacation, as 
did all the schools 
around here, other 
than Coventry,” 
Krieger said.

DeLoreto said 
conversations with 
seniors and senior 
advisers have been 
held and the senior 
advisers plan to 
send a video about 
graduation and 
other senior activ-
ities to students 
soon.

A Google forum 
may be set up for 
seniors to weigh in 
on the issue.

Distance  
earning

Krieger, mean-
while, said it is bet-
ter for the kids to 
be in school with 
teachers and their friends, but she 
felt the distance learning was going 
well.

However, she acknowledged it 
was an ongoing learning process.

“I’m not saying it’s perfect,” 
Krieger said. “It isn’t.”

She acknowledged school staff 
will need to continue to be “on top 
of” distance learning and revise 
their approach to get better.

During their meeting, board 
of education members approved 
a memorandum of agreement 
with the E.O. Smith High School 
Teachers Association that extends 
the distance learning period.

Under the original period, dis-

tance learning ran from April 1-8.
Under the modified agreement,

distance learning will continue 
until June 17 or, if school reopens,
the day it does, whichever occurs
first.

“I think we’re starting to settle
in,” DeLoreto said. “I think teach-
ers are doing a phenomenal job,
being very conscientious.”

He said the social and emotional
well-being of students is a top con-
cern and staff continue to reach out
to students they haven’t heard from
in a while.

DeLoreto said staff are doing the
best they can to reach ut to students

with videos as a 
way of establishing
a connection with
them.

“I think it’s help-
ing,” he said. “It’s
certainly giving 
that message that
‘look we’re still 
here’ but that is a 
great concern of 
ours, that we’re 
going to lose touch.
It’s just something 
we have to stay on 
top of.”

Teacher’s union 
president Geoff 
Kern, a mathemat-
ics teacher, said 
a lot of students 
are using Google 
Classroom to inter-
act with their stu-
dents.

“I think we’ve got to be patient
and expect that an assessment is
going to take an extremely long
time, not to mention turning things 
around and correcting them,” he
said.

Kern said it took him about four 
hours Sunday morning to correct 
six short tests, when it would nor-
mally take him about 30 minutes
to do that. He said he thought staff
would be looking forward to doing 
professional development on dis-
tance learning when everyone gets
back together.

“There’s certainly a lot more to 
learn,” Kern said.

Follow Michelle Firestone on
Twitter - @mfirestonetc.

has donated 184,400 gloves, 11,345 
masks, 1,885 gowns and 15 venti-
lators. 

“I could not be more proud that 
at the same time they are providing 
the highest quality education to stu-
dents, albeit in a remote setting, our 
colleges and universities are play-
ing a role in the state’s response to 
COVID-19,” Ojakian said. 

“Donating PPE is the least we 
could do to support our heroic 
health care workers — many of 
whom are graduates of our public 
colleges and universities.”

Meanwhile, gymnasiums are 
being used as health care facil-
ities at Southern Connecticut 
State University in New Haven 

and Western Connecticut State
University in Danbury.

Núñez said Eastern would likely
be the fourth university to house 
health care facilities if needed,
after Central Connecticut State
University in New Britain.

However, Núñez said the univer-
sity was already preparing both the
gymnasium and the dormitories for 
those in need.

Ojakian said he was proud that
CSCU is part of Gov. Ned Lamont’s 
crisis response team.

“We will continue to do every-
thing in our power to assist the state
in this critical time,” Ojakian said.

Follow Claire Galvin on Twitter -
@CGalvinTC. 

Smith aims to have 
graduation eventually
Continued from Page 1

Continued from Page 1

ECSU donates supplies

Conversations with 
seniors and senior 
advisers have been 
held and the senior 
advisers plan 
to send a video 
about graduation 
and other senior 
activities to 
students soon. 
A Google forum 
may be set up for 
seniors to weigh in 
on the issue.

WILLINGTON — While resi-
dents continue to abide by social 
distancing guidelines amidst the 
coronavirus pandemic, Willington 
is hosting a creative take on the tra-
ditional Easter egg hunt Saturday.

Residents are being asked to cre-

ate and hang Easter eggs in their 
window or post them at the end of 
their driveway. 

The hunt will take place from 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m.

Kids will hunt for the eggs with 
their family from the car.

There will be three special golden 
eggs hidden throughout town.

Those who email the location of 
all three golden eggs will be entered 
into a drawing for a special prize.

Emails should be sent to 
SJBWFitness@gmail.com.

Willington to host a creative egg hunt

HARTFORD COURANT

Connecticut’s bars and restau-
rants will remain closed through 
at least May 20, Gov. Ned Lamont 
said during a press conference 
Thursday. That date would be “the 
earliest we’d consider opening any-
thing,” he said, warning that the 
target date could be pushed back if 
necessary.

“We’ll be outlining over the next 
week or two how we carefully 
plan to get people back to work, 
antibody testing and doing it a safe 
way,” he said. “We’re not just going 
to open the doors on May 20.”

Restaurants and bars in the state 
have been closed since March 16 
due to the coronavirus outbreak. 
These businesses have been allowed 
to offer takeout and delivery, with 
proper social distancing practices. 
Restaurants have also been allowed 
to sell to-go liquor in recent weeks, 
and an executive order last week 
permitted restaurants, bars and 
breweries to make home deliveries 
of alcohol.

Some restaurants have opted to 
temporarily close altogether, cit-
ing safety concerns. Hartford 
Restaurant Group, with nine Wood-
n-Taps in Connecticut and Que 

Whiskey Kitchen in Southington, 
announced March 19 it would close 
all of its restaurants for the dura-
tion. Max Restaurant Group closed 
all of its locations in Connecticut, 
Massachusetts and Florida as of 
March 31. DORO Restaurant 
Group, including Zohara, Avert 
and Treva in West Hartford and 
Artisanal Burger Co. in Manchester, 
opted to close all restaurants as of 
Apr. 3.

Small business owners have 
been concerned about long-term 
shutdowns and the impact on their 
livelihoods. Federal and state offi-
cials have responded with financial 
help. The Lamont administration 
announced recently a $50 million 
state aid package with no-interest 
loans available to Connecticut busi-
nesses and nonprofits with 100 or 
fewer employees. The loan amounts 
are up to the lesser of three months 
operating expenses or $75,000.

In addition, federal legislation 
would spend $350 billion to help 
small businesses, defined as fewer 
than 500 employees. It would help 
businesses make payroll and cover 
other expenses from Feb. 15 to June 
30. Small businesses may borrow 
up to $10 million, which is limited 
to a formula related to payroll costs, 

and can cover employees making 
up to $100,000 a year.

The Connecticut Restaurant 
Association is launching an 
employee relief fund, which will 
provide hardship grants to hospi-
tality employees most affected by 
COVID-19. Made up of private, 
community and individual dona-
tions, the fund will provide $500 
grants to industry employees whose 
jobs have been impacted by shut-
downs caused by the coronavirus 
pandemic.

Thousands of Connecticut cooks, 
servers and bartenders were almost 
instantly out of work when restau-
rants and bars closed across the 
state. While the industry waits for 
financial help on the federal and 
state levels, the state’s tight-knit 
community is making the effort to 
help each other.

Distributed by Tribune Content Agency.

Restaurants, bars will 
to stay closed until  
May 20 ‘at the earliest’

Connecticut’s bars and restaurants 
will remain closed through at least 
May 20.  Dreamstime/TNS

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Joe Biden faces the most import-
ant decision of his five-decade 
political career: choosing a vice 
president.

The presumptive Democratic 
presidential nominee expects to 
name a committee to vet potential 
running mates next week, according 
to three Democrats with knowledge 
of the situation who spoke on the 
condition of anonymity to discuss 
internal plans. Biden, a former vice 
president himself, has committed to 
picking a woman and told donors 
this week that his team has dis-
cussed naming a choice well ahead 
of the Democratic convention in 
August.

Selecting a running mate is always 
critical for a presidential candidate. 
But it’s an especially urgent calcu-
lation for the 77-year-old Biden, 
who, if he wins, would be the oldest 
American president in history. The 
decision carries added weight amid 
the coronavirus pandemic, which, 
beyond its death toll, threatens to 
devastate the world economy and 
define a prospective Biden admin-
istration. 

“We’re still going to be in crisis 
or recovery, and you want a vice 
president who can manage that,” 
said Karen Finney, a Democratic 
strategist who worked for Hillary 
Clinton’s 2016 campaign. “This 
seems like a much more important 

decision than usual.” 
Biden faces pressure on multi-

ple fronts. He must consider the 
demands of his racially, ethnical-
ly and ideologically diverse party, 
especially the black women who 
propelled his nomination. He must 
balance those concerns with his 
stated desire for a governing partner 
who is “simpatico” and “ready to be 
president on a moment’s notice.”

The campaign’s general counsel, 
Dana Remus, and former White 
House counsel Bob Bauer are man-
aging the early process, gather-
ing information about prospects. 
Democrats close to several pre-
sumed contenders say they’ve not 
yet been contacted. 

Biden’s next big decision is choosing a running mate

Democratic presidential candidate for-
mer Vice President Joe Biden speaks 
March 12 in Wilmington, Del. AP

CONNECTICUT POST

As COVID-19 deaths and cases 
grow across the state, seasonal 
flu activity is actually declining, 
according to state experts.

In its most recent flu report 
released Thursday, the state 
Department of Public Health down-
graded flu activity in the state from 
widespread to regional, meaning 
that there are flu outbreaks and 
lab-confirmed flu in at least two 
but less than half the regions of the 
state.

The state also reported one flu 
death last week, bringing the total 
to 78 for the season. There were 
five deaths the previous week. Flu-

associated hospitalizations also 
declined. Last week, there were 22 
such hospitalizations, down from 
37 the previous week. As of April 
4, a total of 2,993 people have 
been hospitalized with the flu in 
Connecticut this season.

The state report also showed that 
visits to outpatient facilities for flu-
like illness were down last week 
from the previous week.

However, the state reported visits 
to emergency departments were not 
just higher than the previous week, 
but higher than the same time last 
year. The state Department of Public 
Health has said for weeks that visits 

to hospitals for respiratory illnesses 
in general are on the rise due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. The flu and 
COVID-19 have some of the same 
symptoms, including a cough and 
a fever.

To date this season, 12,837 peo-
ple have tested positive for the flu 
in Connecticut. There has been one 
pediatric death linked to flu, in a 
child age 1 to 5.

Nationally, the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention esti-
mate that, so far this season, there 
have been at least 39 million flu 
illnesses, 400,000 hospitalizations 
and 24,000 deaths from flu.

Distributed by Tribune Content Agency.

As COVID-19 soars, flu activity declines

Lamont extends school closures
generally, pitching in to simply get 
the job done,” Youngberg wrote to 
families.

Windham Board of Education 
Chairperson Lynne Ide also thanked 
families and staff, especially the 
food services staff that will contin-
ue to serve food over spring break.

“I want to give a shout out to 
everybody who is trying really hard 
to make this work,” Ide said.

Ide and Youngberg said they 
are already starting to think about 
what aspects of education might 
be missed during the schooling 
at home phase, especially for the 

neediest students.
“There are equity issues across 

the state, and Windham is no dif-
ferent,” Youngberg said. “In fact, 
I think it might be magnified in 
Windham.”

For example, students without 
access to the internet do not have 
the opportunities to have virtual 
connections to their teachers, like 
many other families do.

“We feel like the neediest stu-
dents for us, we’re not able to 
reach, and that is definitely trou-
bling,” Youngberg said. 

Youngberg also said April and 
May are traditionally the times stu-

dents enjoy out-of-school activities 
like field trips.

“The end of the school year is 
when we create situations that are 
culminations of all the learning that 
they’ve done inside the classroom,” 
Youngberg said. 

Youngberg said staff members 
are working with students to think 
about alternative “field trip” ideas.

Lamont also said he will soon 
issue an executive order finalizing 
the new date.

This story also included reports 
from the Associated Press.

Follow Claire Galvin on Twitter - 
@CGalvinTC. 

Continued from Page 1


