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University of Connect-
icut President Thomas 
Katsouleas’ skateboard 
was a present from the 
University of Southern 
California. The name 
of the university was 
incorrect in Saturday’s 
Chronicle. 
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Around town
Play bingo Wednesday at 4 
p.m. at the Ashford Senior 
Center. See more calendar 
on Page 3.
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Two buildings at Eastern get 
some cutting-edge renovations

CLAIRE GALVIN
CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER

WILLIMANTIC — Eastern Con-
necticut State University commu-
nication, kinesiology and physical 
education and psychology students 
were treated to two new buildings 
this semester.

The newly renovated Goddard 
Hall and Communications Building 
now provide cutting-edge space for 
the students to access the best curric-
ulum possible.

Monday morning, Eastern Presi-
dent Elsa Núñez welcomed visi-
tors to a ribbon-cutting ceremony 
for the renovation projects at the 
Communications Building.

“Buildings like these bring people 
together in the best possible way,” 
Núñez said. “We are very grateful for 
these facilities.”

The total cost of construction for the 
two-phase project was $21,541,803 
and was funded by state-appropriat-
ed bond funds.

The project wrapped up ahead of 
schedule and under budget.

The first phase of the project in 
the Communications Building began 

in July 2017 and concluded in July 
2018. 

Hazardous materials abatement 
was completed, as well as new space 
for the radio station, TV station, edit-
ing labs, computer labs, new depart-
ment and faculty offices and new 
offices and a computer training room 

for IT services.
New offices for workspace for 

media services were also added.
The second phase of the project 

began in May 2018 and concluded in 
June 2019. 

This included a renovated space 

Dozens rally 
in support of 
impeachment

 CLAIRE GALVIN
CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER

WILLIMANTIC — In advance 
of the Wednesday U.S. House of 
Representatives vote to impeach 
President Donald Trump, dozens of 
local protesters gathered Monday 
evening to support the third presi-
dential impeachment in American 
history.

About 60 to 70 protesters attend-
ed the event at the intersection of 
Jackson and Main streets across 
from the Thread City Crossing 
bridge.

“I feel that he’s more of a Russian 
agent than he’s an American presi-
dent,” Willimantic resident Steve 
Kenton said of Trump. “It’s dis-
heartening to be looked at as an 
‘extremist’ when we do what we’re 
doing here.”

While most of those protesting 
were against Trump, there was 
one counter-protester who attend-
ed the rally with a Trump “Make 
American Great Again” campaign 
flag. 

The man did not wish to speak 
with the media.

More than 500 rallies/march-
es and 100,000 individuals have 
registered nationwide to encour-
age the impeachment vote, through 

Eastern Connecticut State University senior Forest Rappe demonstrates how 
to use the Lumo Play, an interactive floor and wall game screen, during a tour 
of the school’s Communications Building Monday. Roxanne Pandolfi | Staff

State Rep. Pat Wilson Pheanious, 
D-Ashford, rings a bell during a 
rally in support of impeachment 
for President Donald Trump at the 
corner of Jackson and Main streets 
Monday night in Willimantic. Roxanne 

Pandolfi | Staff

A group holds letters 
that spell ‘IMPEACH’ 
during the rally, 
above. An apparent 
Trump supporter 
holds a flag in the 
middle of a crowd of 
impeachment sup-
porters, left. Tony 
Benigno of Lebanon 
and his son, Raven 
Benigno, right, hold 
signs against the 
president. Roxanne 
Pandolfi | Staff
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LISA MASSICOTTE
CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER

COVENTRY — Due to a water
main break Monday, another boil
water alert has been issued again for
a Coventry neighborhood.

This cause of this water main
break was the same reason for the
main break at the same location in
Coventry Dec. 11.

Construction work being conduct-
ed by the Clinton-based Connecticut
Water Co. to replace the water sys-
tem caused accidental damage to
the existing water main, accord-
ing to Connecticut Water Director
of Public Affairs and Corporate
Communications Dan Meaney.

“The main being replaced is
non-metal, mostly cement, and is hard
to locate,” Meaney said, explaining
why this break occurred so shortly
after the previous break. “The new
main will be ductile iron.”

Approximately 150 Connecticut
Water customers in Coventry are
affected by this latest break and were
advised to boil their water before
using in any way that could result in
the consumption of it.

“Once water service is restored, we
encourage customers to boil their tap
water as a precaution before using it
for drinking, cooking, food prepara-
tion, reconstituting baby formula or
using for any purpose where it will
be consumed, or customers may use
bottled water for these purposes,” the
alert reads. 

“Customers can use the water for
bathing, cleaning, sanitation or other
purposes where the water is not con-
sumed without boiling as a precau-
tion.”

Another 
water  
alert in 
Coventry

ANOTHER, Page 4

CLAIRE GALVIN
CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER

Although snow did not accumulate 
much on local roads, freezing rain, sleet 
and a slushy mix of precipitation caused 
hazardous conditions this morning for 
many commuters.

As a result, local schoolchildren 
enjoyed another day off from class — 
with the official start of winter still a few 
days away.

According to AccuWeather senior 

meteorologist Tom Kines, the precipita-
tion started today around 3 a.m.

The precipitation started as snow, then 
transitioned to mostly freezing rain.

Temperatures will struggle to get 
above freezing and was only expected to 
reach 33 or 34 degrees today.

“When you get a long period of 
freezing rain, you’ve got to start wor-
rying about tree limbs coming down, 
power lines coming down,” Kines said. 
“Untreated roadways and sidewalks will 

Freezing rain, sleet 
create a messy day

FREEZING RAIN, Page 4
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Angelina C. Boutot
MANCHESTER 

WINDHAM

It is with a heavy heart that 
we inform you; Angelina C. 
Boutot,  55, of Manchester, 
passed away Friday 
December 13, 2019 at her 
home. She was the daughter 
of Rita (Fiasconaro) Carbone 
of Mansfield and the late 
Antonio Carbone.

She was born on December 
23, 1963 in Windham, CT. 
She lived in the Windham area 
for almost half of her life. She 
graduated from E.O. Smith. 
She worked at the Manchester 

Court for 34 years. 
Her hobbies included bead-

ing/making jewelry, and being 
with friends and her family. 

Besides her mother, she 
leaves her sons, Justin Boutot 
and Dylan Boutot also two 
sisters, Eva Littlefield and 
Giulietta Bauer.

She was more than a mother 
to her sons. She was an amaz-
ing woman, being a mom to 
anyone who needed one, her 
house was yours. She had a 
huge heart, going above and 
beyond for those who needed 
help. Her smile and her laugh 
will be missed. She changed 
so many people’s lives, and 
so many will never forget her. 

Funeral services will be held 
Friday December 20, at 10 
a.m. at Bacon Funeral Home 
71 Prospect St, Willimantic. 
Burial will be in St. Joseph 
Cemetery, Windham. 
Relatives and friends may call 
on Thursday December 19, 
from 4 to 7 p.m. at the funeral 
home. 

To send an online expres-
sion of sympathy, please visit 
www.baconfh.com.

MoveOn and other national 
progressive coalitions.

Last Friday, the House 
Judiciary Committee voted 
23-17, along party lines, to 
approve the charges of abuse 
of power and obstruction of 
Congress.

The committee accused 
Trump of abusing his pres-
idential power by asking 
Ukraine to investigate a 2020 
Democratic rival, Joe Biden 
while holding military aid as 
leverage, as well as obstruct-
ing Congress by blocking the 
House’s efforts to investigate 
his actions.

Ralliers Monday advocat-
ed for Trump’s impeachment, 
arguing no one is above the 
law.

“It’s just obstruction of jus-
tice,” said Raven Benigno, 
a 12-year-old from Lebanon 
attending Lebanon Middle 
School.

“He deserves to be 
impeached because he tried 
to get dirt on people to influ-
ence the election,” Raven 
said. “He’s been caught with-
holding military aid.”

Raven was holding a sign 
reading “Trump: Mean man 
who picks on children,” 
referring to Trump’s recent 
put-down of Swedish teen 
environmentalist Greta 
Thunberg. 

The Democratic-majority 
House of Representatives 

is expected to approve the 
two articles of impeach-
ment Wednesday, but the 
Republican-majority Senate 
is likely to acquit him after a 
January trial.

Other ralliers Monday 
thought Trump’s lies and 
cover-ups deserve attention.

Windham resident Bev 
York brought a Trump puppet 

she made earlier in Trump’s 
presidency.

“This puppet is about 
lying,” York said. “In all 
governments and in all pol-
iticians, there’s a little cor-
ruption and a little lying, but 
he’s over the top.”

Protesters chanted phrases 
like “Donald Trump has got 
to go,” and “Congress, do 

your job.”
Many other rallies through-

out the state are planned for
this evening, weather per-
mitting. 

Willimantic’s rally was
moved from today to Monday
due to winter storm expecta-
tions.

Follow Claire Galvin on
Twitter - @CGalvinTC. 

Dozens attend impeachment rally
Continued from Page 1

Keith Mosher of Mansfield holds a ‘Defend Democracy’ sign during a rally in support of 
the impeachment of President Donald Trump at the corner of Jackson and Main streets in 
Willimantic Monday night. Roxanne Pandolfi | Staff

Areas affected by the break 
include Brewster Street, 
Brookside Lane, a small 
portion of Route 44/Boston 
Turnpike, Forge Road, Shady 
Lane, Oakwood Drive, Ash 
Brook Drive, Fieldstone 
Lane, Northfield Road 
and Swamp Road, accord-
ing to the map provided by 
Connecticut Water.

Coventry Town Manager 
John Elsesser alerted resi-
dents on Facebook hours 
before the water company 

issued a release to news out-
lets.

“The contractor working 
for CT Water Co. has, once 
again, ruptured a water main, 
dropping the pressure in the 
system. The system is back 
on a boil water advisory. 
Test results will be avail-
able tomorrow afternoon,” 
Elsesser wrote on his man-
ager’s office Facebook page 
Monday.

A drop in water pressure in 
the system creates a risk of 
bacteria contamination.

As a result, water sam-

ples are being tested by a 
state-certified lab.

Meaney said in a release 
the break occurred on Ash 
Brook Drive and, although 
caused by the construction 
damage, it is “not related to 
last week’s water break that 
occurred in the same sys-
tem.”

Currently, work is being 
done to replace the entire 
“general water” water sys-
tem in Coventry by the water 
company and it is considered 
routine work, according to 

Meaney.
Meaney previously stated

the existing water main sys-
tem has a history of releasing
iron and manganese into the
water system and the only
way to fully address the issue
is to completely replace the
system.

For more information
on the break, go to the
Connecticut Water website at
ctwater.com or call its cus-
tomer service line at 800-
286-5700.

Follow Lisa Massicotte on
Twitter - @LMassicotteTC.

Continued from Page 1

Another water alert issued in Coventry

MICHELLE FIRESTONE
CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER 

MANSFIELD/WILLIMANTIC 
— Willimantic police officers 
engaged Monday in pursuit of a 
driver who allegedly stole a vehicle 
from Mansfield and ended up in the 
Thread City.

State police spokesperson Tyler 
Weerden said the theft of a 2019 
Black Nissan Sentra was reported 
at 5:43 a.m. Monday.

He said the vehicle, which has a 
registration of AT29059, was sto-

len from Meadowbrook Lane in 
Mansfield.

There is a bike rack on the back 
of the car. 

Weerden said Willimantic police 
officers observed the vehicle in 
Willimantic around 6:20 a.m. 

A dispatcher at the Willimantic 
Police Department said the vehicle 
was pursued briefly Monday morn-
ing, but Willimantic officers lost 
the pursuit. 

Now that people are warming up 
their cars, Weerden said an “uptick” 
in car thefts is expected. 

“If they’re able to warm up their 
car and start it without leaving the 
key in it, that’s going to be the key,” 
he said. 

Weerden said break-ins usually 
occur in unlocked vehicles. 

He said there have been situa-
tions where someone went into a 
convenience store to get something 
quickly and left their car running, 
leading to a break-in. 

“It’s too easy for the criminals,” 
Weerden said. 

Meanwhile, there have been sev-
eral car break-ins reported recently 

in the coverage area of Troop C in 
Tolland. 

In addition, state police report-
ed on Facebook Monday there 
has been an increase in car break-
ins overnight in the Troop K in 
Colchester area, which includes 
Windham.

In the post, troopers advised peo-
ple to lock their car doors at all 
times, even when they don’t think 
there are valuables in the car. 

“Many people forget that they 
have garage door openers, spare 
keys and personal information in 

their vehicle,” the post states. 
“These crimes are very difficult

to solve and the best way to deal
with them is to prevent them from
happening in the first place. Spread
the word please.” 

Those with information about the
Mansfield vehicle theft are asked
to call Troop C at 860-896-3200.
Vehicle thefts and break-ins in
the Troop K coverage area can be
reported to Troop K by calling 860-
465-5400.

Follow Michelle Firestone on
Twitter - @mfirestonetc. 

Police chase stolen car as vehicle thefts increase in the area

for the kinesiology and physical education 
department, new labs and observation rooms 
for the psychology department and faculty 
offices for both departments.

Both buildings were renovated to “as-new” 
conditions and were constructed in accor-
dance with the Connecticut High Performance 
Building Standards.

Núñez was joined by construction and design 
leaders, such as Noel Petra, deputy commis-
sioner for real estate and construction ser-
vices in the state Department of Administrative 
Services.

“We need to support the education of the stu-
dents here,” Petra said. “When they graduate, 
they’re going to become the next generation of 
Connecticut’s workforce.’

Finally, visitors were able to hear first-hand 
from students who are benefitting from the new 
space, like junior communications student Tyler 
Madden.

“Eastern offers students the ability to, during 
the day, have classes in this building, then 
take what you learn in this building and apply 
it to our TV newscasts on Thursday nights,” 
Madden said.

Madden is executive producer of Eastern’s 
student television newscast.

Follow Claire Galvin on Twitter - @
CGalvinTC.

Cutting-edge renovations at ECSU

A Windham Public Works truck heads up High Street with 
sand/salt treatment this morning.  Roxanne Pandolfi | Staff

A group tours the TV studio in Eastern Connecticut State University’s newly 
renovated Communications Building on Monday. Roxanne Pandolfi | Staff

remain icy. It’s kind of a seri-
ous situation that we’re in for 
today.” 

Kines said, later in the 
afternoon, maybe between 4 
and 6 p.m., the precipitation 
will diminish.

Overnight hours may bring 
a light shower or snow show-
er. Untreated roads tonight 
into Wednesday morning will 
likely freeze back up.

Wednesday will be sunny 
and dry, Kines said.

Most local area schools 
closed today, includ-
ing Windham, Mansfield, 
Coventry, Columbia and 
Lebanon.

This marks the fourth or 
fifth snow day for many of 
those schools.

Mansfield Superintendent 
of Schools Kelly Lyman said, 
including a day in October 
for stormy weather, this 
marks five canceled school 
days for Mansfield children.

“We’ve not even reached 
the official start of winter 
yet,” Lyman said. “Our cal-
endar has enough flexibility 
that we won’t have to make 
any changes at this point.”

Lyman said she is con-
cerned that if there are more 
canceled days, they may have 

to revisit the calendar.
“But if it gets to levels like 

we had two years ago, with 
10 or more canceled days, 
we’ll definitely have to revis-
it things,” Lyman said.

Falling four days before a 
winter holiday break, there 
may be some disruptions to 
local classrooms.

“It’s been hard since 
the Thanksgiving break to 
get good continuity in the 
schools,” Lyman said. “But 
the teachers are flexible and 
used to making changes, so 
things are moving along as 
normal.”

Windham Town Manager 
Jim Rivers said the town is 
spending more money on 
cleaning up the roads than in 
an average winter.

“The recent snow has had 
an impact for sure,” Rivers 
said. “It is above average 
and costing us  more than we 
expected.”

However, Rivers said fund-
ing could even out if there is 
a lighter snow season from 
now on.

“We could see nothing for 
the rest of the winter,” Rivers 
said. “We’ve had those kind 
of winters.”

Follow Claire Galvin on 
Twitter - @CGalvinTC.

Freezing rain, sleet 
create a messy day
Continued from Page 1
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