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Calendar is published as a public service for the Chronicle’s readers.  
Listings are strictly for nonprofit groups (such as charity fundraisers, 
churches, schools, museums, libraries, etc.) to publicize their events within 
the Chronicle’s circulation area.  Organizations submitting requests should 
have no connection to businesses for profit or political affiliation.  Listings 
are limited to 40 words and should contain the name of the group, event, 
date/time, location and contact information.  Entry fees or prices will not 
be published.  Listings are subject to editing or rejection of copy and are 
published as space permits.

To submit:  Email at least two weeks in advance to: calendar@
thechronicle.com or mail to: 

Calendar/the Chronicle P.O. Box 229 Willimantic 06226

Shop
Locally

Help Your
Neighbors!

Help The Community

The East Brook Mall
puts the Heart in Your Holidays.

EAST BROOK MALL

Sunday, Nov. 25
WINDHAM — The annual 

Windham Center tree lighting 
will occur on the Windham 
Center green at the corner of 
routes 14 and 203 on Sunday 
at 6 p.m.

Carolers from the Windham 
Center First Congregational 
Church will begin singing 
at 6 p.m. The tree will then 
be lit.

Santa will appear at the 
Windham Center Fire House 
afterward for hot chocolate 
and cookies.

Saturday, Dec. 1
CHAPLIN — The Chaplin 

Volunteer Fire Department 
will host the annual tree-
lighting and carol sing on 
Saturday, Dec. 1.

The event will take place 
at the Chaplin Fire Station at 
106 Phoenixville Road.

It all starts at 4 p.m. with an 
open house that will include 
the Parish Hill High School 
chorus and hot cocoa served 
by local Boy Scouts.

The carol sing starts at 
4:50 p.m. followed by the 
tree-lighting at 5 p.m.

HEBRON — The Hebron 
Town Green at 21-22 Main 
St. in town will host the annu-
al tree-lighting ceremony and 
carol sing.

This annual holiday event 
will take place at 4:30 p.m.

Sunday, Dec. 2 
COVENTRY — Several 

festive activities are planned 
for the annual “Christmas 
in the Village” event, which 
is being combined with the 
annual tree-lighting ceremo-
ny this year.

This is the first year the 
tree lighting, traditionally a 
separate event at Coventry 
Town Hall, is being held dur-
ing Christmas in the Village. 

The event was started in 
2003 by the Coventry Village 
Improvement Society.

It all starts at noon, with the 
tree lighting held at 5 p.m. 
at the First Congregational 
Church of Coventry, 1171 
Main St. 

A fire truck parade will 
begin at George Hersey Ro-
bertson School, 227 Cross St., 
at about 4:30 p.m., arriving 
at the First Congregational 
Church just before 5 p.m. 

Activities that will be held 
in the afternoon include 
musical performances, inter-
active dance demonstration 
by the Can-Dance studio 
dancers, pony rides, crafts, 
visits and photographs with 
Santa, cookie decorating  
and the annual Christmas 
Tree Festival.

The Christmas Tree Festi-
val, which is sponsored by 
the Coventry Lions Club, will 
be held at the Community 
Center at Patriots Park at 120 
Lake St., where there will 
also be a craft exhibition.

Trees decorated by local 

organizations and individuals 
are auctioned off during that 
event.

LEBANON — Families 
can visit with Santa, enjoy 
a bonfire and witness the 
town tree get lit up during the 
annual Lebanon tree-lighting 
event on Sunday, Dec. 2. 

The tree lighting takes 
place at 6 p.m. in front of the 
Jonathan Trumbull Memorial 
Library, 580 Exeter Road, 
with carols and bell ringers.

Prior to that, there will be 
visits with Santa, courtesy 
of the Lebanon Volunteer 
Fire Department, a bonfire 
behind the library and open 
houses in historical buildings 
around the green.

People will also have the 
opportunity to talk a walk 
around the green, which will 
be lit.

MANSFIELD — Folks can 
usher in the holiday season 
with the annual Mansfield 
Community Tree Lighting 
on the front lawn of the 
First Church of Christ in 
Mansfield. 

This annual event will take 
place on Sunday, Dec. 2, at 
6 p.m. 

The celebration begins in 
the church sanctuary with 
seasonal tunes led by the First 
Church Choir, then moves 
outside for the countdown to 
lighting the 4,000-plus bulbs 
that will set the neighbor-
hood aglow. 

The evening ends with 
cookies and hot cocoa served 
in the Fellowship Hall. 

The church is located at 
549 Storrs Road in Mansfield 
Center, at the intersection of 
routes 195 and 89.

HAMPTON — Hampton 
folks will enjoy a large holi-
day celebration on Saturday, 
Dec. 2, at the Hampton 
Town Hall and Hampton 
Community Center.

The facilities are located at 
164-178 Main St. in town.

It all begins at 4 p.m. with 
the annual tree-lighting cer-
emony.

That will be followed by a 
carol sing from 4:30 to 6:30 
p.m. in which a bus will take 
carolers to senior citizens 
around town. 

Then, at 6:30 p.m., cookies 
and cocoa will be enjoyed by 
participants.

COLUMBIA — Columbia 
residents will celebrate the 
holidays during a gazebo 
lighting and carol sing event 
at the town green Dec. 2.

The event, which is spon-
sored by the Columbia Lions 
Club, is scheduled to begin at 
5:30 p.m. 

People should meet at 
Yeomans Hall, located at 323 
Jonathan Trumbull Highway 
(Route 87), at 5:30 p.m. 

The Columbia Girl Scouts, 
Columbia Volunteer Fire De-
partment and Columbia Leos 
are also involved.

 Municipal holiday celebrations

Sunday       Nov. 25

Monday       Nov.  26

Tuesday      Nov. 27

Wednesday      Nov. 28

Thursday      Nov.  29

WINTER WETLANDS — HAMPTON
The Goodwin Conservation Education Center at 23 Potter 
Road will host “Wetlands in Winter: Brown Hill Marsh” 
from 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. Info: 860-455-9534.

FARMERS MARKET — COVENTRY
The Coventry Winter Farmers Market will run from 11 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. at Coventry High School, 78 Ripley Road. Info: 
coventrywinterfarmersmarket.com.

TIME FOR STORIES — LEBANON
Jonathan Trumbull Library, 580 Exeter Road, Lebanon, 
hosts a preschool story time at 10 a.m. Open play at end of 
program. Info: 860-642-7763.

UNICORN CRAFT — LEBANON
“Let’s Make Unicorns!” for ages 4 and older will start at 
4:30 p.m. at the Jonathan Trumbull Library, 580 Exeter 
Road, Lebanon. Info, registration: 860-642-7763. 

BOOK DISCUSSION — STORRS
The University of Connecticut Barnes & Noble, 1 Royce 
Circle, will host a signing and discussion of James Mustich’s 
“1,000 Books to Read Before You Die: A Life-Changing 
List” beginning at 5 p.m. Info: 860-486-8525. 

INTERFAITH SEWING — WILLIMANTIC
The Interfaith Sewing and Service Group will meet at First 
Congregational Church, 199 Valley St., beginning at 10 
a.m. Info: 860-429-7995/860-423-8072.

COSLAA — WILLIMANTIC
The Augustine Family Group holds anonymous, 12-step 
meetings for those affected by the actions of a sex addict at 
7 p.m. at First Congregational Church, 199 Valley St.

‘READ, ROCK & RHYME’ — LEBANON
Jonathan Trumbull Library, 580 Exeter Road, hosts “Read, 
Rock & Rhyme” for infants and toddlers beginning at 10:30 
a.m. Open play at end of program. Info: 860-642-7763.

WWI MONUMENTS — ANDOVER
Historian Richard Franklin Donohue will present a talk about 
World War I memorials in Connecticut at 6:30 p.m. at the 
Andover Public Library, 355 Route 6. Info: 860-742-7428. 

TRAINS, TREES, AND TOYS — WILLIMANTIC
The Windham Textile & History Museum, 411 Main St., 
invites families and individuals to decorate one of several 
trees running from 7 to 9 p.m. Info: 860-423-1878. 

AL-ANON — MANSFIELD
Al-Anon meets at 7:30 p.m. at the United Methodist Church, 
29 Puddin Lane.

AIDS DAY — WILLIMANTIC
A World AIDS Day event runs from 1 to 3 p.m. at 872 Main 
St.. Testing offered from 1 to 2 p.m. Info: 860-753-2282.

TRAINS, TREES, AND TOYS — WILLIMANTIC
The Windham Textile & History Museum, 411 Main St., 
invites families and individuals to decorate one of several 
trees from 2 to 9 p.m. Info: 860-423-1878.

AL-ANON — MANSFIELD
Al-Anon meets at 7 p.m. at Natchaug Hospital, 189 Storrs 
Road.

TRACI HASTINGS
CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER

WILLIMANTIC — Eastern 
Connecticut State University 
has inducted a new trio of 
Fellows into its ranks.

Three ECSU alumni were 
inducted into the institution’s 
Fellows Program on Oct. 19: 
Charlotte Braziel from the 
Class of 1980, Raymond Hill 
Jr. from the Class of 1983, 
and Shawn Meaike from the 
Class of 1995.

There are now 32 alumni in  
the Eastern Fellows Program, 
which was established in 2008  
to recognize distinguished 
graduates and create opportu-
nities for them to engage with 
the current student body.

The three newest Fellows 
met with students recently, 
sharing career advice as part 
of a panel discussion.

Braziel is retired from the  
FBI as a special agent in-
vestigating organized crime, 
acts of terrorism and fraud, 
and is now the head of the 
investigative consulting firm  
Braziel and Associates. She  
also teaches at St. Leo Uni-
versity in Florida. 

As an Eastern student, she 
majored in public policy and 
government.

“My father saw an adver-
tisement in the paper for the 
FBI, recruiting specifically 
women,” said Braziel dur-
ing the panel’s discussion. 
“When he told me he thought 
I’d be a good candidate, I 
laughed and said I would 
never get in. But after a two-

and-a-half year application 
process, I got hired as an 
agent in December 1987, and 
had the career of a lifetime. 

“Because of what started 
at Eastern, I went from being 
a wallflower to an FBI agent 
who teaches internationally.”

Hill, who became a lieuten-
ant colonel in the U.S. Air 
Force after earning a doc-
torate in industrial systems 

engineering from Ohio State 
University, is now a profes-
sor at the Air Force Institute 
of Technology. He has pub-
lished and edited hundreds of 
articles and advises students 
on doctoral projects.  

As an ECSU undergrad, 
Hill majored in mathematics.

“When I started thinking 
about the type of professor I 
wanted to be, I thought back 
to Eastern,” Hill said during 
the panel. “My professors’ 
doors were never closed. I 
could go to any of their offic-

es for help both academically 
and personally. I’ve adopted
that same philosophy.”

Meaike had careers in social 
work and as an entrepreneur 
before establishing the Family
First Life organization, an Un- 
casville-based multimillion-
dollar marketing company for  
insurance and investments that
provides annual scholarships. 
He also founded Connecticut
Affordable Waste this year, 
a company that reduces the 
costs of residential and com-
mercial renovations. 

At ECSU, he majored in
sociology and applied social 
relations.

“My social work experi-
ence here was raw and real,” 
Meaike said during the panel
discussion. “We were chal-
lenged to speak and work 
with passion; it shaped who I 
am today.”

 Special Neighbor

Eastern Connecticut State University alumni Raymond 
Hill, Charlotte Braziel and Shawn Meaike were inducted 
into the university’s Fellows Program. With them is 
ECSU President Elsa Nunez. Contributed photo

Three ECSU alums named Fellows

Because of what 
started at Eastern, 
I went from being a 
wallflower to an FBI 
agent who teaches 
internationally.

Charlotte Braziel

My ... experience here was raw and real. 
We were challenged to speak and work 
with passion; it shaped who I am today.

Shawn Meaike

When I started 
thinking about the 
type of professor 
I wanted to be, I 
thought back to 
Eastern. 

Raymond Hill Jr. 


